Chapter IV

Summary, Findings And
Conclusion
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4.1 Introduction

This chapter summarises the study on teachers' awareness about assistive
devices used in inclusive settings, outlines the key findings, draws conclusions,
and offers suggestions for further research and practical improvements. The
goal 1s to provide a concise overview of the research conducted, highlight the
outcomes, and suggest ways to enhance the implementation of assistive devices

in inclusive education.

4.2 Summary of the Study

The study focused on evaluating the awareness and utilisation of assistive
devices among teachers in inclusive settings in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. The
objectives were to assess teachers' knowledge about various assistive devices,
identify barriers to their effective use, and provide recommendations to improve

teachers' preparedness in using these technologies.

4.3 Findings of the Study

1. Awareness Levels: The study found that awareness levels of assistive
devices among teachers varied. While some teachers were well-informed
about the different types of assistive technologies available, others had

limited or no knowledge.
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. Types of Assistive Devices Known: Mobility and daily living devices
were the most commonly known assistive devices. However, fewer
teachers were aware of cognitive, communication, and hearing devices.
. Training and Professional Development: A moderate number of
teachers reported insufficient training on the use of assistive devices.
Many expressed a need for more comprehensive professional
development programs focused on inclusive education and assistive
technologies.

. Barriers to Use: The primary barriers identified were a lack of training,
limited availability of devices, inadequate technical support, and
insufficient funding. Teachers also cited a lack of time to familiarise
themselves with new technologies as a hindrance.

. Attitudes and Perceptions: Teachers with positive attitudes towards
inclusive education were more likely to utilise assistive devices in their
classrooms. Conversely, those with limited exposure to inclusive
practices were less likely to integrate these tools effectively.

. Impact on Students: When used appropriately, assistive devices
improved students' engagement, participation, and academic
performance. Teachers noted that these tools helped level the playing

field for students with disabilities.
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4.4 Conclusion

The study concludes that while there is a growing awareness of the importance
of assistive devices in inclusive education, gaps remain in teachers' knowledge
and preparedness to use these tools effectively. Comprehensive training and
support systems are crucial to bridge these gaps and ensure that all students can

benefit from an inclusive learning environment.

4.5 Suggestions

1. Enhanced Training Programs: Develop and implement targeted
professional development programs that provide hands-on training in the
use of various assistive devices. These programs should be mandatory
and regularly updated to include the latest technological advancements.

2. Increased Funding and Resources: Allocate more funding to procure
assistive devices and provide ongoing technical support to schools.
Ensure that all schools, especially those in rural and underserved areas,
have access to these essential tools.

3. Policy Implementation: Strengthen policies related to inclusive
education by incorporating specific guidelines on the use and
maintenance of assistive devices. Ensure that these policies are

effectively communicated and enforced at all educational levels.
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4. Collaboration with Experts: Establish partnerships with organisations
specialising in assistive technologies to provide schools with expert
guidance and resources. Encourage collaboration between teachers,
therapists, and technology specialists to create a holistic support system
for students with disabilities.

5. Regular Assessments: Conduct regular assessments of teachers'
competencies and the effectiveness of assistive devices in the classroom.
Use the findings to make informed decisions about training needs and

resource allocation.

4.6 Suggestions for Further Research

Research may be initiated on the following topics to further enhance the

understanding and implementation of assistive devices in inclusive settings:

f—

. Impact of Assistive Devices on Student Development
2. Comparative Analysis of Assistive Device Utilisation Across Regions
3. Student Perspectives on Assistive Device Use in Inclusive Education

4. Advancements in Technology for Assistive Devices in Education

These studies will provide deeper insights into the effectiveness, challenges, and
potential innovations in the use of assistive devices, contributing to the

advancement of inclusive education practices.
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