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CHAPTER -1
INTRODUCTION

1.1.0 Introduction

Violence is emerging in an unﬁrecedented manner in human
society. Looking at the world, today, any sensible person feels
disheartened and ever horrified to see the kind of violent acts being
committed by man against man and nature. It is sad to realize that we
live in an era of unprecedénted violence in the form of terrorism, war,
crimes, injustice, oppression and exploitation amidst seemingly outward
development enjoyed by a few. The majority of mankind lives in stark
poverty struggling for bare survival. There is so much disorder and

confusion in the society man has built for himself.

The saddest part of this is that a state of disorder and confusion in
the society is affecting the children's innocent minds. Children naturally
absorb the spirit of violence in the atmosphere and will soon grow to be
the next generation-of perpetuators of violence. Theréfore the need to
nurture peace in the hearts of children are arisen an urgent issue to be

addressed.

The concept of peace education is a gift to whole society from
UNESCO. The educationist, gathered from India, Pakistan, Bhutan,

Maldives, Sri Lanka and Nepal at the conference on curriculum



developed in peace Education organised by UNESCO in January 2001 in
Colombo, accepted that peace Education should be an integral part of

general education.

From long time teaching is done by traditional method. Due to this
students are becoming only examination oriented. The joys of learning
are going away from them, If we teach them by the activities determined
by UNESCO, it will be interesting for them. That's why I have chosen

the area of peace education.

N.C.F. 2005 also focus Peace Education According to NCF 2005
peace education must be a concern that permeates the entire school life,
curriculum, co-curriculum, classroom environment, school management,
teacher-pupil relationship, teaching-learning process and the entire range
of school activities. Hence it is important to-examine the curriculum and
examination system from the point of view of how they may contribute
to children's sense of inadequacy. Frustration, impatience, insecurity.
Also the need to consciously ‘counter the negative influence of the
increasing violence around them and it's representation in the media, on
the minds of children and in it's place promote a reflective engagement
with more meaningful aspect of living an ethical and peaceful life.
Education in true sense should empower individuals to clarify their
values, to enable them to take conscious and deliberate decision, taking
into consideration, the consequences of their actions, to choose the way
of peace rather than violence, to enable them to be makers of peace

rather than only consumers of peace.



1.2.0 Rationale of the study

Nowadays violence is emerging in all ways in human society, on
large scale. In such a condition everyone should thought about the
preventive measure of violence. Peace education is the best way to avoid

it.

Peace education will improve human relation between teacher
student, teacher — teacher, student — student etc. It also helps to develop
good attitudes in students and teachers, for example co-operation, mutual
respect. It helps to develop discipline and moral behaviour, healthy
emotional development in students. It also facilitate socialization through
participation in interactive and co-operative léaming activities. It
develops creativity in both, students and teachers. It improves qualities

of teaching and learning.
So, it is important to introduce Peace Education in curriculum.

1.3.0 Statement of Problem
"Effectiveness of UNESCO Suggested Activities for Peace

Education in Terms of Achievement of Class-VII Students"

1.4.0 Defining The Key Terms |
UNESCO has decided 100 activities for developing Peace

in Students in 2001.0ut of that 10 activities were selected for

present study.

1. Guess The Person
In this activity students write any type of comments on a

classmate and rolls it up and hands it to the teacher. After



collecting that teacher opens one by one and reads that comment.

At the same time students indicate their classmate who deserves

that quality.

This is the activity for encouraging affirmation of each other and

for building up seli~esteem.

A Mother Bird's Cry

This is the activity about sustaining from harming creature.

In this activity teacher first discuss the cruel acts children do
to creature. After getting their answer, teacher tells one story of
parrot having nest in a tree in school yard. Childrens throw stones
for fun aiming at the nest. The mother bird is sad at the cruelty of
these children. After telling this story teacher asks the children to

write an appeal by the mother bird not to hurt her babies.

By this activity creative writing skill and empathy develops in

students.

Watching with Silent Mind
In this activity teacher takes the children in silent natural
surrounding ‘and let them select an obiect of nature (tree, plant,

ground, sky, cloud etc.)

Then children feels every experience of nature, listen songs
of birds, enjoy sunlight, feel freshness of the breeze. Then teacher
does short discussion with children about their experience in

nature.



This is the activity about awareness, Attention and soothing the

mind.

Constructing Lines

In this activity teacher takes children into open air and
divided into two groups and asks them to construct a line all that
material available in your own group. He does let hat them to take
any material from outside. The group that will construct longest
line will be the winner, Children first feel odd. Then they collect

their own material that they have egs. handkerchiefs, belts,

shoelaces etc.

This is the activity for experiencing the spirit of

co-operation.

Number Puzzle

In this activity teacher-divides class into groups, each
students of each groups becomes observer and remaining students
have to solve the puzzle by dividing square into three parts each
containing numbers totaling 15. The observer makes notes of each
behaviour, on-completion of puzzle teacher asks each observer to

present study of group behaviour.

This is the activity about co-operative problem solving and

experiencing working in group.

He is My Brother

In this activity teacher narrates a story of one class to

students.



He said that one teacher asked his students. "How do we
know in a night that morning has dawned?" His students thought a
while and answered one by one "When we see trees, roads,
animals". The teacher was not happy by their answers. Finally he
answered them "When you can see another human being as your
own brother then morning will be dawned".

This is the activity for valuing human brotherhood.

My Greatest Fear
In this activity teacher divides the class into group of six.
Gives them a topic which they afraid of egs. Darkness of night,

getting lost in town, heavy rain etc.

Then teacher asks the group to use their imagination about

the things that can happen to them. in that area. Students note down

the list and present to the class.
This is the activity about self discovery.

Count Squares
In this activity teacher makes a diagram of squares on the
board and asks the students to count individually within 5 min.

and then asks the students to prove that their counted number is

correct,

This is the activity that helps to understand that individuals

have different perspective,

The Story of Two Donkeys

In this activity teacher tells the children a story of two
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donkeys struggled for grass and straw. In the try of getting their
food sometimes injured also and lastly by mutual understanding
and cooperation they resolve their conflict and get the food by

sharing.

This is the activity about understanding that conflicting

parties can resolve their problems through mutual discussion.

Saving Water

In this activity teacher asks children many uses of water and
asks to list them on blackboard. Then students go into groups and
discuss about 'saving the water'. They present the summaries to the
class. Every presentation is followed by a brief discussion. They
make a guide to save water in given places. Each group present the

]

guide they have prepared to the class., A brief discussion is

followed with each presentation.

This is the activity that helps to learn our civil

responsibilities for saving water.

Objectives of the Study
The study was addressed to the following major objectives -
I. To study the effectiveness of activities suggested by
UNESCO for peace education in terms of -
a)  Achievement in Peace Education of students of
standard VII &
b)  Reaction of the students of std. VII towards the
activities suggested by UNESCO for peace education,

2, To compare the adjusted mean scores of peace education of



boys of girls of VII std. by taking pre-test scores of

achievement in peace education as covariate.

1.6,0 Hypothesis
1. a)  There will be no significant effect of treatment on
achievement of std. VII students in Peace Education.
b)  There will be no significant effect of treatment on
Reaction of students towards activities suggested by
UNESCO for peace education.
2. There will be no significant difference between the adjusted
mean scores of Peace Education of boys and girls of Std.
VII, when their pre-test scores of achievement in peace

education are taken as co-variate.

1.7.0 Delimitation of the Study
The experiment was conducted under following constraints —
a) It was limited only to the VII std. of Marathi medium school
of Maharashira
b)  Treatment was given only for 10 days.
c) Only some selected activities were done not the all activities
suggested by UNESCO.

d)  The experiment was conducted in the district of Jalgaon of

Maharashtra.





