Analysis of environmental issues in social science texbooks in ladakh.
Objective of the study: 
To investigate through the content analysis environmental issues in grade 4th and 5th social science textbooks 
To investigate the extent to which and in what forms environmental issues are provided in textbooks
Methodology of the study: 
To study, how environmental issues are depicted in primary level textbooks in ladakh content analysis is used by close textual reading. Both explicit and implicit messages analysed at qualitative level. Kerlinger (1986) defined content analysis as a method of studying and analyzing communication in a  systematic, objective, and quantitative manner for the purpose of measuring variables.

Rationale of the study:
Education is a sector that commands immense importance throughout the world today. It has now been established beyond doubt that primary education in particular has a central role to play in molding individual personalities, and hence entire communities. In order to lay the foundation of a harmonious and peaceful society therefore, concentrating upon education is not only desirable but, in fact, necessary.
The importance of this research is grounded on the role of textbooks in the teaching and learning process. Textbooks are important element in teaching and learning as they create the foundation of classroom activities. They constitute the basis of classroom teaching as they provide the academic and technical knowledge about the subject matter emanating from the official/intended curriculum.
Introduction :
Social sciences encompass diverse concerns ofsociety and include a wide range of content drawnfrom the disciplines like history, geography, politicalscience, economics, and sociology.  Contents images and texts play a significant role in construction of children’s understandings.  The aim of teaching of social science at primary level is to develop understanding about the natural and social environment through observation and activity. Social science at primary level should be developed in such a way that children could relate their real life experiences with what they read in textbooks.  National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2005 up on which the social science textbooks published by Jammu and Kashmir State Board of School Education are basedemphasised to locate and comprehend the relationships between the natural and social environment in social science textbooks. It is this aspect of social science teaching that is so frequently missing in social science textbooks in Jammu and Kashmir.
The main purpose of education is the transmission of various skills, especially those related to the economic life of the community: agriculture, hunting, fishing, and caring for its environment its trees, animals, birds, water bodies, etc. in this process textbooks are understood as an educational tool of prime importance UNSCO (2009). It is necessary to work towards institutionalizing an alternate, more decentralized mechanism of knowledge-generation in which teachers, students, and the local community feel empowered to bring in their own realities to the content of social studies. Relevant local content should be part of the teaching-learning process NCF (2005). When it comes to ladakhthe picture is critical. Education is one that lacks any goal apart from preparing children to get a government job. In Ladakh, the importance of education is even more marked because it was a neglected sector in the region. Curriculum which is based on other parts of India and which is irrelevant to local context. Also, much of what is taught in Ladakhi schools today is not relevant to the natural environment of this region, or the occupational future of the children. In addition to the general importance of education for humanity as a whole, Ladakh needs especially to foster this sector with increased vigor today. Education which is place-based could be more beneficial for students and local communities than education created in a very different context and for a very different region. Knap et. al. (2000) describe place based education as “The content is specific to the geography, ecology, sociology, politics, and other dynamics of that place”.
Analysis:
In ladakh children find a number of curious claims about their home land when they read the officially intended textbooks in government schools. For example when they open to page 52 of the Indian government’s “brand new” class seven social science textbook later this year, students in Ladakh, a mountainous region of far northern India, will find a number of curious claims about the land they call home. One is that “Ladakh is a vast sandy desert with bare gravel slopes and rocky mountains. Because of the severe cold, vegetation can not survive.” Bemused, they might point out to their teacher that, on their way to school, they passed a vast variety of plants—poplar trees, stinging nettles, wild roses, Artemisia—and very little sand.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In class 4th textbook “Environmental studies” at page No.80.it writes “in ladakh very little cultivation is done” here children might ask to their class teacher that on their way to school they passed through many fields of Barley and Wheat. In the same chapter later it writes “so life is very difficult” it is quite difficult for teacher to illustrate this sentence to children because ladakh is a popular tourist spot for both indian as well as for foreigners. During summers tourists from around the world come here for fun and entertainment. Newly married bride and grooms visit ladakh for honeymoon. 
Students in the mountain village of Khardong, far from the Indus River, might react with confusion to the text’s assertion that “settlement can be found only along the river valley.” And the classification of Ladakh as a “cold desert” in which “surface water is frozen due to extremely low temperature”—a description of permafrost, which is found nowhere in the region—should thoroughly puzzle the students.
Also Inside the classroom, the alien notion of progress is subtly encouraged by social studies texts that discuss the merits of huge dams or other projects in unequivocal terms, and emphasize the necessity for increased trade as an answer to Ladakh’s problems. In the name of ‘modern’ education children have learnt to hate themselves and their roots. 
These examples illustrate one of the many challenges faced by educators in a region as culturally and geographically distinctive as Ladakh. It is an island of diverse traditions within the larger political and cultural amalgam that is the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir.
Ladakhis have, over the centuries, accumulated a great deal of specialized knowledge about medicine, philosophy, farming, and the local environment. These traditional knowledge need to be focused in social science textbooks particularly at primary level.

Seeing this systemic failure SECMOL (Student Educational and Cultural Movement of Ladakh) an NGO founded by SonamWangchuk in 1988.Initiated a curriculum reform by producing new textbooks for children in ladakh.The new texts strive to offer students information that is culturally and environmentally relevant to their lives and experiences in a way that enhances their appreciation of more general scientific and geographical lessons. With the inclusion of chapters such as “Life in a Farming Village,” “A Story of Leh Town,” and “Wildlife of Ladakh,” SECMOL felt it necessary to work towards institutionalising an alternate, more decentralised mechanism of knowledge-generation in which teachers, students, and the local community feel empowered to bring in their own realities to the content of social studies. Relevant local content should be part of the teaching-learning process, ideally transacted through activities drawing on local teaching-learning resources. NCF2005.
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