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Sustainable development ensures people their right to live peacefully in this world.   The important resource for the development of any country is its man power.  But there should be parity between men and women as it reduces gender gap and thus leads to optimum development of a Nation. On the contrary, in India, the sex ratio is skewed in favor of males and there is a sharp decline in the number of females. This skewed sex ratio has far reaching and multidimensional effects. Sex ratio is an index of balanced and stable society. It is also a composite indicator of women’s status in a country. This steep decline in the sex ratio indicates the evil practices of sex selective abortion, foeticide and infanticide. In this context, the importance of education especially life skills education cannot be neglected as it can make a change in the attitude of people. In this paper, author makes an attempt to explore the reasons for low sex ratio in India, its wide reaching consequences and how it affects sustainable development.  Besides, author describes the importance of life skills education in accomplishing the goal of sustainable development.
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Introduction

Sustainable development is a gracious and inevitable goal to be achieved by every nation. It addresses the problems of blind development by focussing more on development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.  There should be a stable relationship between human activities and the natural world. All the countries are working hard to attain sustainable development but still it is a distant dream. Sustainable development is a multi faceted concept having three pillars - economic development, social equity and environmental protection. The three pillars are mutually depended and hence all activities of development should value the interdependency of the three pillars. 
There is a crucial link between gender equality and sustainable development. UNFPA demands that gender equality requires equal enjoyment of status by women and men of socially –valued goods, opportunities, resources and rewards. In other words gender equality refers to equal access to social goods, services and equal opportunities in all spheres of life for both men and women.  It is very clear that when there is gender inequality, it is women that are more likely to be disadvantaged and marginalized.
Sustainable development and gender inequality
We cannot even think of sustainable development when there is gender inequality. It is impossible to realize the goal of sustainable development in a country where there is sharp discrimination towards girls and women. A country cannot progress if its half of population is discriminated severely.  Female foeticide is the worst form of gender discrimination, where she is denied the most fundamental right – the right to live.  Due to the explosion in technology and sophisticated instruments the rate of female foeticide is  rised very steeply. There is strict laws for preventing female foeticide  but still the rate is increasing . The paradox is that  the female foeticide rate is  high in urban areas than rural and it is more prominent among educated than illiterate people. 
According to UNFPA  true gender equality is achieved if there is gender equity. Gender equity denotes fairness in the way women and men are treated.  Gender equity is an index of developed society. In developed countries the goal of gender equity is achieved but in India  it is a distant dream till now. The gender equity is measured through the social indicator sex ratio.  Sex ratio is defined as the number of females per 1000 males in the population.  Internationally, it  is defined as number of males per 100 females. Sex ratio is an index of  balanced and stable society. It is also a composite indicator of women’s status in a country. Naturally there should be parity between the males and females in a country. On the contrary, in India, the sex ratio is skewed in favor of males and there is a sharp decline in the number of females among the states.
Female foeticide in India
Female foeticide is the abortion or killing of female foetus.  It is also known as sex selective abortion. The National Crime Records Bureao conducted a survey to understand the extend of female foeticide over the years . The report of NCRB reported that the cases registered under female foeticide were 123 in the year 2003 and it increased to 132 and 210 in 2011 and 2012 respectively. The year 2013 reported 217 cases.  Diaz (1988) states that in a well known Abortion Centre in Mumbai, after undertaking sex determination tests, out of the 15914 abortions performed during 1984-85 almost 100 percent were those of girl fetuses. A survey report of women’s centre in Mumbai found that out of 8000 foetuses aborted, 7999 foetuses were of girls (Gangrade 1988).
Major Causes of female foeticide
The drastic decline in the number of females is due to the evil practice of female foeticide or infanticide.
The major cause of female foeticide is due to the low status of women in society coupled with high preference for son. Besides these, the  Socio- cultural factors also contribute for the adverse condition. Indian society is  patriarchal society . In patriarchal society, people give more privilege to son than daughter. Because son is thought to be extend lineage, enlarges family tree, provide protection and security to the family . And the strong cultural belief is that son alone can perform death related rites & rituals and thus soul get moksha. Daughters are not allowed to do these rituals and if one family is not have son and only daughters then  death related rituals are done by brother’s sons not by his daughter.  This also created a strong desire for having son. On the other hand girl child is viewed as liability because of the evil practice of dowry system. 
These social evils are practiced in all of the states and it is prevalent in educated families also. Thus it can be said that it is practiced in all strata of society and no difference is observed among rural or urban, poor or rich, illiterate and educated people. It is spreading like an epidemic in all sections of society both among educated and uneducated. 
The National Crime Records bureau(2013)revealed that a total of 82 Infanticide cases  were reported in the country during the 2013. Infanticide is increased by1.2% in the year 2013 over 2012.  Maximum of infanticides were reported in Chhattisgarh (15 cases) followed by Tamil Nadu (13 cases) and Uttar Pradesh (10 cases), together accounting for 46.3% of total such incidents reported at National level. Further, a total of 221 cases of foeticide were reported in the country during 2013 as compared to 210 cases in the year 2012 indicating a rise of 5.2%. Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh have reported 79 cases, 34 cases, 21 cases and 17 cases respectively of such crimes. These figures are based on actual reported cases, which are not representative of the hundreds of cases which go unreported each year.
Female foeticide and its reflection in Sex Ratio  
The sex ratio was 972 in 1901 and it consistently declined in the coming years and it became dipped to 927 in 1991 and recorded slight improvement in the subsequent years. Likewise, the child sex ratio was 962 in 1981 and it drastically declined  and showed a worst sex ratio of 927 in 2011. The low sex ratio in 2001 and 2011 census is the  critical symptom of the wide spread disparities existing between the female and male.  Figure 1 represents the distribution of sex ratio over the years starting from 1901 to 2011. 
Fig 1. Distribution of sex ratio









In India, there is a sharp discrimination towards female and preference is towards son than daughter, which creates a disturbance in the gender composition. Such changes in gender composition largely reflect the underlying social, economic and cultural patterns of the society. In this paper, author analyzed the census data of 2011 for getting the clear picture of decline in the sex ratio. The sex ratio of total and child (0- 6 years) population were taken for detailed analysis and are presented under different headings. The sex ratio of Census 2001 and 2011 are presented in the table no 1.
Table no 1
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Sex ratio of Total and Child Population

	Sex Ratio

	Total population
	Child population
(0-6 Years)

	Census 2001

	933
	927

	Census 2011
	940
	914




           

From the table it is clear that the sex ratio of total population is 933 in census 2001 and it is slightly improved  to 940 in census 2011. But the sex ratio of child population is 927 in census 2001 is declined to 914 in census 2011. This is very painful that the child sex ratio is declining so fast that it cannot be reverted back to normal situation and will make much disturbance in the gender composition. It explicitly indicates the sex selective abortion and infanticide practicing in the states .
Sex Ratio of Total population 

The census 2011 data revealed that, a total of 13 states and 4 union territories showed low sex ratio . Unfortunately Haryana showed a worst sex ratio  of 877 among states and Daman and Diu
showed nastiest sex ratio of 618 highly unfavourable to females.
Child Sex Ratio ( Age group 0-6 years) 
The census 2011 reported that 10 states and 4 union territories demonstrated low sex ratio , Haryana  illustrated most dreadful sex ratio of 830 among states and NCT of Delhi (866) among union territories .
Sex Ratio of Total Population : Comparison of Census 2001 and 2011
The author made a comparison between census 2001 and 2011 to find out the difference in the sex ratio of total population   and is presented in table 10
Table 10
Sex Ratio of Total population - Comparison of Census 2001 &  2011
	India/States/UTs
	Census 2001
	Census 2011
	Difference (2011-2001)

	India 
	933
	940
	+7

	Jammu & Kashmir
	892
	883
	-9

	Himachal Pradesh
	968
	974
	+6

	Punjab
	876
	893
	+17

	Chandigarh*
	777
	818
	+51

	Uttarakhand
	962
	963
	+1

	Haryana
	861
	877
	+16

	NCT of Delhi*
	821
	866
	+45

	Rajasthan
	921
	926
	+5

	Uttar Pradesh
	898
	908
	+10

	Bihar
	919
	916
	-3

	Sikkim
	875
	889
	+14

	Arunachal Pradesh
	893
	920
	+27

	Nagaland
	900
	931
	+31

	Manipur
	974
	987
	+13

	Mizoram
	953
	975
	+40

	Tripura
	948
	961
	+13

	Meghalaya
	972
	986
	+14

	Assam
	935
	954
	+19

	West Bengal
	934
	947
	+13

	Jharkhand
	941
	947
	+6

	Orissa
	972
	978
	+6

	Chhattisgarh
	989
	991
	+2

	Madhya Pradesh
	919
	930
	+11

	Gujarat
	920
	918
	-2

	Daman& Diu*
	710
	618
	-92

	Dadra &Nagar Haveli*
	812
	775
	-37

	Maharashtra
	922
	925
	+3

	Andhra Pradesh
	978
	992
	+14

	Karnataka
	965
	968
	+3

	Goa
	961
	968
	+7

	Lakshadweep*
	948
	946
	-2

	Kerala
	1058
	1084
	+26

	Tamil Nadu
	987
	995
	+8

	Puducherry*
	1001
	1038
	+37

	Andaman & Nicobar Islands*
	846
	878
	+32


Source : Compiled from Census 2001 & census 2011
Extend of Decline in the Sex ratio of Total Population
The author analysed the sex ratio of total population of both census 2001 and 2011 to find out the extend of decline among the states and union territories. It is revealed that 3 states (Jammu & Kashmir,Bihar and Gujrat) and 3 union territories (Daman & Diu, Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Lakshadweep) showed vast differences during these two census. It  means 3 states and 3 union territories have low sex ratio in census 2011 than in 2001.  Among the states the difference is low but among the union territories  the variation is huge and it reached a peak difference of 92 points for Daman & Diu. 
 Child Sex Ratio: Comparison of Census 2001 & 2011
The child sex ratio of both states and union territories are compared during census 2001 and 2011 and represented in table 12.
Table 12
Sex Ratio of Child Population( age group 0-6 ) - Comparison of Census 2001 &  2011 
	India/States/UTs
	Census 2001
	Census 2011
	Difference (2011-2001)

	India 
	927
	914
	-13

	Jammu & Kashmir
	941
	859
	-82

	Himachal Pradesh
	896
	906
	+10

	Punjab
	798
	846
	+44

	Chandigarh*
	845
	867
	+22

	Uttarakhand
	908
	886
	-22

	Haryana
	819
	830
	+11

	NCT of Delhi*
	868
	866
	-2

	Rajasthan
	909
	883
	-26

	Uttar Pradesh
	916
	899
	-17

	Bihar
	942
	933
	-9

	Sikkim
	963
	944
	-19

	Arunachal Pradesh
	964
	960
	-4

	Nagaland
	964
	944
	-20

	Manipur
	957
	934
	-23

	Mizoram
	964
	971
	+7

	Tripura
	966
	953
	-13

	Meghalaya
	973
	970
	-3

	Assam
	965
	957
	-8

	West Bengal
	960
	950
	-10

	Jharkhand
	965
	943
	-22

	Orissa
	953
	934
	-19

	Chhattisgarh
	975
	964
	-11

	Madhya Pradesh
	932
	912
	-20

	Gujarat
	883
	886
	+3

	Daman& Diu*
	926
	909
	-17

	Dadra &Nagar Haveli*
	979
	924
	-55

	Maharashtra
	913
	883
	-30

	Andhra Pradesh
	961
	943
	-18

	Karnataka
	946
	943
	-3

	Goa
	938
	920
	-18

	Lakshadweep*
	959
	908
	-51

	Kerala
	960
	959
	-1

	Tamil Nadu
	942
	946
	+4

	Puducherry*
	967
	965
	-2

	Andaman & Nicobar Islands*
	957
	966
	+9


Source : Computed from Census 2001 & census 2011
The table 12 reported the difference in the child sex ratio among states and union territories. Only 6 states viz Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Mizoram ,Gujarat and Tamil Nadu and 2 Union Territories Viz Chandigarh& Andaman & Nicobar Islands demonstrated slight improvements in the child sex ratio during two census.  Unfortunately 22 states and 5 union territories showed a decline in the child sex ratio indicating the evil practice of sex selective abortion and infanticide.
Extend of Decline in the Child Sex ratio 
The table 12 explored that 22  out of 28 states and 5 out of 7UTs showed a decline in the child sex ratio. It constituted about 79 % of the states and 71% of union territories and revealed a drastic decline in sex ratio. Unfortunately the decline is more severe among child population than total population and our nation are losing the future generation. A severe decline in child sex ratio is observed in Jammu Kashmir, where a huge difference of  82 points is shown , followed by Lakshadweep of 51 points difference. The impact of decline will further reflect in the sex ratio of total population in coming census. 
Conclusion 
Sustainable development demands the gender equality. It is believed that there should be balance between the sex ratio of males and females. But, unfortunately there is a sharp decline in the sex ratio in India.  The decline is more visible in the child population than total population. This also a matter of grave concern, that we are losing the future young generation, capable of shaping our country to progress. The major reasons are the evil practices like sex selected abortion ( female foeticide) , infanticide and  complex social, cultural and economic factors. Although there are numerous laws to prevent these social evils,  it is not effective in showing a good result. So, there needed a change in the mind set and attitude of people for saving females from exploitation. The author thinks that it should start from home itself and stop the discrimination towards girl child in the home at first,  and slowly the change is observed in society  and then only the long cherished  dream of gender equality is achieved and thus sustainable development. 
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