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ABSTRACT

 Environmental education is important to stimulate active participation of the masses in addressing, debating and protesting on significant environmental issues.  School system provides the largest organized base for environmental education and action. Environmental education plays vital role for creating interest in environment. This is the crucial time that environmental awareness and environmental sensitivity should be cultivated among the masses particularly among youths. For the awareness of society it is essential to work at a gross root level. So the whole society can work to save the environment. If we want to generate the environmental values in our children we have to know the responsibility towards environment and also we have to show our behavior as a like eco-friendly. A national level core team and regional level teams are conducting orientation programs, preparation of training manuals in EE collaborating with state boards to promote in the respective states. These efforts have to be vastly enhanced in order to bring about a level of awareness and action that will help conserving and improving the quality of our environment. In this direction, orienting teachers, designing suitable, pragmatic activities that are regional and local specific are the urgent need. In this exercise, NCERT has initiated several levels of interaction with various educational functionaries such as administrators, curriculum planners, teacher educators and teachers.
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INTRODUCTION
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)/Environmental education for sustainable development (EESD) is a concept encompassing a vision of education that seeks to empower people of all ages to assume responsibility for creating a sustainable future. For many years environmental education has sought to develop knowledge about the environment and to establish an ethic of caring towards the natural world. It has also grown over time to recognize the need to engage with many different interests in society in order to address environmental issues. Environmental education for sustainability acknowledges what has always been true, ‘that how people perceive and interact with their environment (their worldviews) cannot be separated from the society and the culture they live in’. 
Environmental education and sustainability are familiar concepts and introducing environmental education is often viewed as a key step toward sustainable development (UNESCO, 2004). Environmental Education for Sustainable Development (EESD) is a dynamic concept that utilizes all aspects of public awareness, education and training to create or enhance an understanding of the linkages among the issues of sustainable development and to develop the knowledge, skills, perspectives, and values which will empower people of all ages to assume responsibility for creating and enjoying a sustainable future (UNESCO, 2004).

 The goal of environmental education is to develop a world population that is aware of and concerned about the environment and its associated problems and who has the knowledge, skills, attitudes, motivations and commitment to work individually and collectively towards solution of current environmental problems and prevention of new ones. School system provides the largest organized base for environmental education and action.
Origin of Environmental Education
The concept of Environmental Education (EE) was first formalized by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), in 1970 at a meeting in Nevada, USA, as a process of recognizing values and classifying concepts in order to develop skills and attitudes necessary to understand and appreciate the inter-relatedness among man, his culture and his biophysical surroundings. Environmental Education also requires practice in decision-making and self-formulating of a code of behavior about the issues concerning environmental quality (IUCN, 1970). Subsequently, Environmental Education was recognized and its development was recommended by the World Community as a measure for the understanding, protection and improvement of the environment and its quality (United Nations, 1972; UNESCO-UNEP, 1976).
The State's responsibility with regard to environmental protection has been laid down under Article- 48-A of our Constitution, which reads as follows: "The State shall endeavor to protect and improve the environment and to safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country". Environmental protection is a fundamental duty of every citizen of this country under Article 51-A (g) of our Constitution which reads as follows: "It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife and to have compassion for living creatures."
Article- 21 of the Constitution is a fundamental right which reads as follows: "No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except according to procedure established by law." The State's responsibility with regard to raising the level of nutrition and the standard of living and to improve public health has been laid down under Article 47 of the Constitution.
The 42nd amendment of the Constitution was brought about in the year 1974 makes it the responsibility of the State Government to protect and improve the environment and to safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country. The latter, under Fundamental Duties, makes it the fundamental duty of every citizen to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife and to have compassion for living creatures.
The National Policy on Education 1986 (renewed in 1992) stated: There is a paramount need to create a consciousness of the environment. It must permeate all ages and all sections of society, beginning with the child.
Importance of Environmental Education for sustainable development (EESD)
Sustainable development is defined as ― “Humanity has the ability to make development sustainable to ensure that it meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” (Kates et.al. 2005).
Sustainable development, as a concept, emerged in 1970s along with the development of industrialization. Especially in 1987, with the report entitled ―Our Common Future (Brundtland Report, 2002) published by World Commission on Environment and Development, sustainable development concept which has the principle of development without disregarding environment has received a great deal of attention throughout the world. (Ercoskun, 2005). EE deals with the environmental concepts such as the physical and biological environment and their inseparable linkages. 
For the sake of our planet, obviously environmental education plays vital role for creating interest in environment. This is the crucial time that environmental awareness and environmental sensitivity should be cultivated among the masses particularly among youths. For the awareness of society it is essential to work at a gross root level. So the whole society can work to save the environment. If we want to generate the environmental values in our children we have to know the responsibility towards environment and also we have to show our behavior as a like eco-friendly.
Environmental awareness should be the integral part in school curriculum encouraging children to take an active role in the protection to their environment in one way by which the critical balance between man and environment may be preserved. As young children are full of curiosity to learn about their environment, environmental studies/education should compulsory at all level in the education system. Because of non cooperative thinking with nature, now environment is in stake. Day by day human being is consuming the natural resources in an unsustainable way. People are not aware of the preservation of environment. The hazardous condition of nature/environment causes many miserable occurrences in the world. So we should create environmental awareness among people for the sake of our green planet.  The Central Government and all states within India now have a Ministry or Department of Environment Education departments recognize EE as an essential part of education.
ROLE OF MOEF, MHRD AND OTHER MINISTRIES
The principal responsibilities for environmental education through the formal educational system are responsibility of the Ministry of HRM. The parallel responsibility of Environmental Education through non-formal efforts lies with the ministry of environment. The national policy on education 1986 (NPE) stated that the “Protection of the Environment is a Value which along with certain other Values, must form an integral part of the curriculum at all stages of education. The National Council of Education Training and Research (NCERT), is the apex body in the area of developing curriculum for the formal education system. Its responsibilities are: 
a) Strengthening Infusion of EE, 
b) Teacher Training for Effective EE, 
c) Introduction of Environment as a separate subject, 
d) Use of non-formal method of EE through the involvement of NGOs. 
There is a close synergy and partnership between MHRD and MOEF, their key institutions, State Governments, NGOs as well as Educational institutions throughout the country. Center for Environmental Education (CEE) is closely involved in the process. The various formal and non-formal environmental education programmes are:
A) Formal Environmental Education: 
1) Formal Environmental Education: It is imparted at the school levels. It mandates that environmental components are covered in the school curriculum at various levels. 
2) Environmental Appreciation Course (Distance Education): The aim of this programme is to provide interested person an opportunity to learn in detail about specific environmental issues. 
3) IGNOU: Indira Gandhi National Open University through distance education modes provides under-graduate degree. 
4) Environmental concepts in Management and Business Studies: The Central Ministry of HRD, Government of India in the year 2002 integrated environmental concepts and issues in the syllabi of Management and Business Studies 

B) Non-Formal Environmental Education: 
Non-Formal environmental educational activities are: 
1)  Eco Club
2) The National Green Corps 
3) Population Education Programme 
4) Environmental Campaigns 
5) Globe 
6) Green Olympiad 
7) Seminars, Symposia, Workshops, Public Meetings, Camps, Exhibitions, Puppet Shows and Street Theatre.
AWARENESS RAISING STRATEGIES 
1) The ministry of Environment and Forest (MOEF), Government of India started National Environment Awareness Campaign (NEAC) in 1986 with the aim of creating environmental awareness at all levels of society. Under NEAC the Ministry provides financial assistance to selected Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), Education and Training Institutes, Community Organizations to create massive awareness among citizens of India. Diverse target groups ranging from students, youth, teachers, rural and tribal population, women, professionals, and the general public are covered under this campaign. 
2) Environmental Information System. 
3) Museum of National History 
4) Eco Clubs in Schools 
5) Use of Mass Media. 
6) IT/ Websites 
The aim of all the above mentioned awareness raising programmes is to reach maximum number of people having maximum impact on them.
STATUS OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION IN SCHOOL CURRICULUM
 The education system in India had incorporated certain aspects of environment in school curricula as early as 1930. The Kothari commission (1964-66) also suggested that basic education had to offer EE and relate it to the life needs and aspirations of the people and the nation. At the primary stage, the report recommended that " the aims of teaching science in the primary schools should be to develop proper understanding of the main facts, concepts, principles and processes in physical and biological environment” Environmental education at primary, secondary, higher secondary levels was treated in a different way. Environmental education is an essential part of every pupil's learning. It helps to encourage awareness of the environment, leading to informed concern for active participation in resolving environmental problems.
The National Curriculum Framework 2005 envisages that Environmental Education to be imparted in an infusion model in the Upper Primary and Secondary stages of school education with an aim to bring about sensitivity towards the environment.
The objectives of environmental education is to increase public awareness about environmental issues, explore possible solutions, and to lay the foundations for a fully informed and active participation of individual in the protection of environment and the proper and rational use of natural resources. Environmental knowledge contributes to an understanding and appreciation of the society, technology and productivity and conservation of natural and cultural resources of their own environment. Environmental education has an ability to solve the societal needs, the needs of a community problem and their solutions and workforce for tackling cooperative minds. We need the school children to share and develop the motivation from school about various environmental issues, which are the challenges of today and prepare them for the future.
Environmental education must become a vehicle for engaging young minds in the excitement of first hand observation of the nature and understanding the patterns and processes in the natural and social worlds in order to take care of the habitat and its surroundings which becomes a major part of EE in both primary and upper primary stages of school education. In the secondary and senior secondary stages also some of the major issues such as environmental protection, management and conservation are to be dealt in more detail.
Primary stage:
At the Primary stage Environmental Education is imparted as EVS, which forms a common component of syllabus, prescribed by the States and CBSE. In Odisha textbooks and workbooks from classes I to IV, environmental studies are in use. The textbooks for environmental studies which are prepared by N.C.E.R.T have taken cross curricular approach to teaching environmental concepts through language, mathematics about the environment. 
In classes I and II there is no separate EVS book. For classes III and IV, EVS textbooks are available. The contents and concepts covered in these books are as follows:
• Familiarization with one's own body;
• Awareness about immediate surroundings;
• Need for food, water, air, shelter, clothing and recreation;
• Importance of trees and plants;
• Familiarization with local birds, animals and other objects;
• Interdependence of living and non-living things;
• Importance of cleanliness and sanitation;
• Importance of celebration of festivals and national days;
• Awareness of sunlight, rain and wind;
• Caring for pet animals;
• Awareness about air, water, soil and noise pollution;
• Need for the protection of environment;
• Knowledge about the source of energy;
• Importance of the conservation of water resources and forests and
• Indigenous and traditional knowledge about the protection of environment.
The textbooks lay emphasis on raising awareness levels and sensitizing children about environmental concerns. Emphasis has also been laid on the need to organize learning in local specific contexts, which will provide more meaningful experiences to children.
It is evident that the textbooks represent relevant ideas commensurate with the age and developmental level of children so as to provide them the necessary understanding about their immediate environment. However, there is a scope for inclusion of more activities to enable children to translate awareness into effective behavioral action.
Upper Primary stage
The contents of textbooks present an extension and elaboration of the concepts introduced at the primary stage. The textbooks in Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh (Classes VI-VIII) and in Karnataka (Classes V-VII) contain environmental concepts by and large in the textbooks of science and social science. The textbooks of Karnataka for class V in the subjects of science, social science and language have environmental ideas infused with these subjects. In the State of Odisha the environmental concepts and concerns are included in its textbooks for science and geography. These are also included in a single textbook of history and civics. The NCERT textbooks of ‘Science' and ‘Social Science' have incorporated such concepts in the textbooks. The major concepts dealt with in these textbooks are:
• Adaptation of living beings in environment;
• Natural resources;
• Water cycle;
• Food chain;
• Importance of plants and trees in keeping the environment clean;
• Classification of plants;
• Role of plants and animals in environmental balance and soil conservation;
• Ecosystems;
• Necessity of clean air for healthy living;
• Animals and their characteristics;
• Effects of environmental pollution and the consequences of air pollution-
(i) Greenhouse effect, (ii) Ozone layer depletion and, (iii) increase in carbon dioxide;
• Role of microorganisms in the environment;
• Dependence of the community on the environment;
• Basic knowledge about the Earth and its atmosphere;
• Physical features of the country;
• Population and environment;
• Care and protection of livestock;
• Necessity of wildlife protection;
• Impact of deforestation;
• Impact of industrialization on environment; and
• Role of civic society in protection of the environment, personal and public property including monuments.
While most of the areas of EE have generally been covered, there is a need for the inclusion of more individual and group activities and project work in order to promote both the effective and cognitive domains of learning. Co-scholastic activities including organization of plays, cultural programs, debates, mock parliament, discussions and community activities may help further in achieving the objective.
STEPS TO PROMOTE AWARENESS AMONG YOUNG LEARNERS
The young learners are the future of nation. They are the builders of nation. From the childhood children are very curious. So we develop and create awareness among the students from school level about various environmental issues, which are the challenges of today and prepare them for the future. Environmental issues, environmental concerns and conservation were identified as core areas in the curriculum. Many state boards and CBSE emphasizes the need to educate children about our environment, there was very little perceptible change in our approach to EE transaction. NCF-2000 & NCF 2005 has laid enormous emphasis on EE to the extent that it is projected as of grave concern in school curriculum that is as important as other school subjects. Thus the school should organize different co curricular activities in relation to various issues of environment. These are;
· Organization of games
· Cultural programmes
· Debates 
· Essay writing
· Mock drill, Pathapranta Natak
· Discussions and community activities
· Role play
· Field visit
· Exposure
· Study tour
CONCLUSION 
The importance of environmental studies cannot be debated. The need for sustainable development is a key to future of mankind. The degradation of our environment is connected to continuing problems. For the protection and conservation of natural environment of India, a lot of work has been done. This has resulted into mass movement for environment conservation and protection. Environmental Education can be an effective instrument that can be used in the development of civic consciousness and inculcation of positive attitudes among students towards the environment, its protection, preservation and conservation. However increasing globalization and rapidly increasing consumption levels fueled by big budget advertising and increasing rate of population growth that is yet to come down to sustainable level. The challenge of environmental studies/education and awareness in India are enormous. Several strategies are in place and new ones are being evolved. But whether these will be adequate and are able to act in time is a question that only time can tell.
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