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CHAPTER 6: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

6. 0 CONCLUSION  

This study critically analyzed the NCERT Class 3 textbook Our Wondrous World through the lens of the Indian 

Knowledge System (IKS), with the objective of identifying how environmental wisdom, cultural values, 

traditional knowledge, and indigenous practices are embedded in early education. The analysis revealed that 

while the textbook includes several elements aligned with IKS—such as community values, nature-based 

learning, and a few references to traditional customs—these aspects are largely implicit and not presented as 

a coherent or recognized knowledge framework.  

Each unit of the textbook touches upon culturally significant themes: Unit 1 highlights kinship and communal 

relationships; Unit 2 explores human-environment interactions with subtle references to traditional ecological 

knowledge; Unit 3 reflects nature’s gifts through themes like water conservation and elements of Panchatatva; 

and Unit 4 introduces sustainable living, albeit indirectly, through activities and visuals. However, the textbook 

falls short in explicitly naming or framing these components under the broader umbrella of Indian  

Knowledge Systems, which diminishes the visibility and value of India’s intellectual traditions in the eyes of 

young learners.  

The representation of visuals, stories, and activities further suggests an opportunity to more actively engage 

with India's oral traditions, folklore, and indigenous methods of knowledge transmission. These pedagogical 

tools, central to IKS, can help foster deeper engagement, imagination, and cultural pride among students. Yet, 

their minimal presence in the textbook indicates a gap between curriculum content and the holistic, 

experiential nature of IKS.  

Additionally, several themes remain underrepresented or entirely absent—such as traditional scientific 

innovations (e.g., in Ayurveda or astronomy), ethical and philosophical teachings from Indian traditions, and 

regional diversity in language and customs. These gaps point to the need for a more inclusive, interdisciplinary, 

and culturally rooted approach in primary school textbooks.  

In conclusion, while Our Wondrous World makes commendable strides in introducing children to aspects of 

Indian heritage, it lacks the depth and coherence necessary for a truly IKS-integrated curriculum. To meet the 

vision outlined in India’s National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, future textbooks must move beyond 

surfacelevel cultural references and embed IKS principles intentionally and visibly. This shift will not only 

enrich the educational experience of young learners but also foster a generation that values, preserves, and 

advances the wisdom of its own civilizational roots.  
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6.1. RECOMMENDATIONS  

Based on the findings and analysis of the NCERT Class 3 textbook Our Wondrous World from the Indian 

Knowledge System (IKS) perspective, several recommendations can be made to enhance the integration of 

traditional knowledge, values, and pedagogical approaches in early education.  

1. Explicit Integration of IKS Frameworks  

Educational content creators and curriculum designers should intentionally frame and label concepts rooted in 

IKS. Elements such as Panchatatva, traditional ecological knowledge, Ayurveda, oral traditions, and ethical 

teachings should be explicitly identified, explained in age-appropriate language, and linked to present-day 

contexts. This will enhance students’ recognition and appreciation of India's intellectual and cultural heritage.  

2. Inclusion of Regional and Cultural Diversity  

IKS is not monolithic. It encompasses a wide variety of traditions, languages, and practices across India. Future 

textbook editions should include diverse stories, customs, and ecological practices from various regions to 

reflect this pluralism. Highlighting tribal knowledge systems, local farming traditions, and regional crafts will 

help foster a more inclusive and representative educational experience.  

3. Incorporation of Traditional Pedagogies  

The textbook should employ more traditional teaching methods like storytelling, riddles, proverbs, and songs, 

which have historically been used in Indian communities to impart values, wisdom, and practical knowledge.  

These methods enhance memory retention, emotional engagement, and moral development.  

4. Use of Visual and Interactive Content Rooted in IKS  

Illustrations, diagrams, and classroom activities should be designed to reflect traditional attire, tools, festivals, 

and indigenous practices. This will support visual learning and create a culturally immersive experience. 

Activities such as craftwork, observing local flora/fauna, or engaging in community traditions can foster 

experiential and participatory learning.  

5. Teacher Training and Awareness  

To effectively deliver IKS-based education, teachers must be sensitized and trained in the principles and 

pedagogy of Indian Knowledge Systems. Workshops, resource books, and integration guidelines should be 

developed to support educators in incorporating these concepts into classroom teaching.  
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6. Alignment with NEP 2020 Goals  

The textbook revision process should align with the National Education Policy 2020, which calls for the 

revival of traditional knowledge systems. Educational boards and NCERT should adopt a long-term strategy 

for embedding IKS in school curricula at all levels, starting from primary education.  

In summary, embedding IKS meaningfully into textbooks requires deliberate curricular decisions, inclusive 

content creation, innovative pedagogy, and capacity building for educators. Implementing these 

recommendations will contribute to a holistic, rooted, and culturally resonant learning environment for India’s 

young learners.  

     


