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ABSTRACT

There are various factors that affect the perception and interest of a child. Overall educational
pedagogical practices, teacher training, school facilities and school environment favor’s the
development of students' interest in a particular subject as mathematics. School environment
refers to the psycho social climate of school as perceived by the pupils. The present study was
conducted to find out the relationship between students' interest in mathematics in relation to
the school environment. The design selected for this study is comparative and correlational
which is descriptive in nature. To carry out the present study the population comprises students
of class 9th studying in secondary schools located in Bhopal district of MP. The sample size of
study consists of 120 students. Stratified random sampling methods were used from different
schools of Bhopal. Mathematical interest record by L N Dubey and school environment by Dr.
Anita Soni and Dr. Ashok Sharma was used for present study. The data analyzed by pearson's
product moment correlation. The findings of study show that there exists a significant
difference in mathematical interest between boys and girls. Boys show higher average interest
in mathematics than girls. There exists a significant difference in mathematical interest between
boys and girls of private school students in comparison to government school students. There
exists a significant difference in CBSE and private school students generally scored higher on
interest and school environment scales. Result of the present study reveals that there exists a
positive moderate correlation (r = 0.46) that confirms a significant relationship between school
environment and mathematical interest. This supports the hypothesis that a better school
environment encourages more interest in mathematics, also that school environment
significantly influences interest levels. Qualitative responses confirm the role of teaching
quality, classroom atmosphere, and personal experiences also as an influencing factor’s in
students’ mathematical interest. Conclusion: Students’ attitudes toward mathematics are
shaped by personal confidence and school experiences. A motivating teacher and interactive

classroom significantly improve perceptions.

KEYWORDS: students' interest in mathematics, school environment.
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