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Abstract:
Environmental education for sustainable development is a permanent venture which challenges individuals, institutions and governments to view future as a day that belongs to all of us. Environmental education for sustainability is a concept encircling a vision of education that seeks to authorize people of all groups of ages to assume responsibility for creating a sustainable future. There are many debate about approaches for sustainable development, there are universal support to provide improved educational opportunities for students that allows them to develop valuable life skills such as communication and critical thinking. The importance of providing students with opportunities to develop these skills is seen as a valuable component in educational reform. By developing a curriculum that stresses interaction and inquiry with the human and natural resources of a community, it is possible to develop the skills students will need to address future concerns. Environmental education that focuses on these community resources can contribute to the essential variables of increased student ownership and empowerment in the learning process, which are important to student skills achievement. This paper review the historical development of environmental education for sustainable development to suggests relation between environmental education and sustainable development, which can be seen in technology education policies and practices.

1. Introduction:

	Environmental education has been acknowledged as a vital component for sustainable development of world. The environmental education positively influences the management of increased stress on natural resources through the incorporation of successful techniques of environmental education. The environmental education and education for sustainable development poses a number of questions for educators and policymakers regarding the differences and similarities between environmental education and sustainable development.
Environmental education provides knowledge, skills, and experiences essential to become successful community leaders, as well as making intelligent decisions pertaining to the management of their natural resources. The synchronized existence of environmental education and sustainable development has resulted in some uncertainty in policy formulation and implementation. Many authors study the relation between environmental education and sustainable education (e.g., McKeown and Hopkins 2003; Cartea 2005; Wals in UNESCO 2009). Recent study (UNESCO, 2009) concluded the association between environmental education and sustainable education that currently exists in different country. This study is based is based on evaluation of the regional synthesis reports and the regional environmental education and sustainable education strategies prepared for the Global Monitoring report. (Hesselink, van Kempen, and Wals, 2000) present more of the hypothetical/theoretical views on the environmental and sustainable education relationships. Another study (UNESCO, 2009) is based on current practical experiences of the countries that participated in the review. These studies consider the social and economic issues as playing important parts in identifying similarities or differences between environmental and sustainable education. Present work represents the review the relation between environmental education and sustainable development.

2. Environmental education & Sustainable Development

	Environmental education made lots of valuable assistance to societies and development of world, and is documented for the significant role it has in improving livelihoods worldwide. Quality environmental education should prepare societies to actively participate in environmental issues, as well as provide people with the skills necessary to make informed decisions regarding the conservation of environment. All over the world, environmental education have recognized as a key component of sustainable development. The United Nations defines sustainable development as a development strategy that focuses on meeting the demands and needs of present-day citizens without compromising the future’s ability to meet theirs’. Sustainable development concentrates on aspects of the economy, society and environment in order to achieve its goals (Hart, 1997). In 1992, the United Nations and representatives from 178 countries met in Rio de Janeiro to discuss the state of the environment development. The Rio Summit was the result of an identified need to develop more appropriate, sustainable strategies in addressing development. Agenda 21was an important outcome of the Rio summit, and focused the world’s attention on the objectives necessary to reach sustainable development. Agenda 21’s fundamental educational objectives recognized the need for an increased societal awareness towards the environment and sustainable development (Sitarz, 1993). Formal education that focuses on sustainability has been shown to aid in development aspects later in life such as increased agricultural production, women’s rights, standards of living, and lowered birthrates (Hopkins & McKeown, 2002). 

3. Role of technology education

Various environmental education and sustainable development provisions at the international level demonstrate different approaches to planning and implementing educational programs concerning the environment development relationship. Some provisions use a narrow interpretation of the environment and are introducing ecological education in schools (e.g. Russia). These provisions represent appropriate steps in educating children about environment development relationships; however, the level of effectiveness, coherence and complexity of issues addressed could dramatically vary across these provisions. In terms of pedagogy, teaching and learning, Environmental education and sustainable development have many shared features: life-long learning and inclusion of formal and non-formal education; inter disciplinarily; inclusion of social, environmental and economic realms; and use of a variety of pedagogical techniques that promote participatory learning, first-hand learning, and development of higher-order thinking skills. In the countries where environment-development issues are addressed through technical education the main focus is on environmental impacts of design. A prominence is on cleaner production processes, efficiency maximization, recycling and waste minimization, design for durability and disassembling. Design of low-cost products that could increase the quality of life for people in low-income countries (Pavlova, 2009b) has not found their ways into technology education classroom on a large scale. 

4. Conclusion

The relation between environmental education and sustainable development discourses are present at the level of political debates, at the level of practice an overarching aim is to achieve the provision of more inclusive, quality environmental education. The ultimate goal is to move towards the achievement of sustainable development goals and to use both environmental education and sustainable development structures/curriculum to support these processes. Some countries use a narrow interpretation of the environment and are introducing ecological education, while others interpret environment in a broader sense and include social aspects into education processes; and still others include sustainable themes and approaches in existing curricula. These processes are also reflected in ways the issues of environment and development are addressed in technology education. 
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