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Theater Workshop : Phase-I
Activity | Date 01.07.2023 — 10.07.2023
Date of performance: 11.07.2023

Report on Theatre Workshop

Introduction

Regional Institute of Education (NCERT), Bhopal conducts a 10 days theatre pedagogy workshop for
integrated B.Ed. M.Ed. I*t Semester Integrated Course. Into which they invite a group of professional
trainers to teach the fundamentals of theatrical art of different types such as acting, background music, stage
management, direction, lights, makeup, dressing, dialogue writing, dance choreography and many more
things. Besides of which students of respective class have to prepare a drama/skit within the duration of
these 10 days and to perform it. To represent and improve the skills they have learnt in these past 10 days.
This workshop also has an educational value and also important for academic purpose.

Theatre Pedagogy
In an international context, the term “theatre pedagogy” may appear somewhat awkward; however the term

makes clear this subject’s relation to the art form of theatre and its central significance in terms of
contemporary developments in educational theatre here in Germany. Theatre pedagogy is an independent
discipline combining both theatre and pedagogy. As a field that arose during the 20th century, theatre
pedagogy has developed separately from drama education, the distinction being that the drama teacher
typically teaches method, theory or practice of performance alone, while theatre pedagogy integrates both
art and education to develop language and strengthen social awareness.

Kabira Khada Bazaar Me

Kabira Khada Bazar unconcerned, determined and fierce - in short Mastmaula - Kabir's personality has
influenced India's mind and soul for centuries. This is the reason why Kabir's verses have been on the lips
of Indians for five hundred years and so many stories about him are well known. This person, who tirelessly
fought against the dictatorship, bigotry, extravagance and misconceptions of his era, is still established
among us as a permanent and inspiring value. This is the second play-creation after Hanush by well-known
progressive story writer Bhishma Sahni, which has received wide acclaim on Hindi theatre. Kabir's raucous
fun, ruthless arrogance and epoch-making thinking are present in this work with full vitality. Along with
this, it has also been revealed that Kabir's literature was only a medium to break social inertia, with the help
of which he fought on many fronts. While going through the work, the reader easily connects this struggle
of Kabir with the various distortions of the contemporary Indian society, despite all its contemporary
sociality. In short, this play by Bhishma Sahni makes Kabir struggling in the medieval environment -
including his family and social context - relevant even today.

A 10 days workshop on Theatre was organized by Dr. Arunabh Saurabh and OTHER Theatre group Bhopal
in RIE Bhopal from 21/01/2023 to 01/02/2023. The artist who conducted the workshop is Mr. Avijit
Solanki, a Writer, Director and an Actor who completed his one year diploma from Ist batch of MP School
of Drama and Bachelor in Direction from National School Of Drama Delhi. He is the founder of OTHER
THEATER, a group of theatre enthusiasts. The workshop consisted of three main wings of theatre, namely:
writing, directing and acting which were the topics he mainly focused on.

The event started with an ice breaking session which was interactive and full of energy. The speaker advised
on the three wings of a Drama - Writing, Directing and Acting. Writers were provided with a clear image



on how to compose a story and basic ideas and division of a script. For the directors, he introduced
composition of the shots and the essence of creating suspense by controlling what the audience sees. For
the actors, he explained the importance of eye movement, facial expressions and body language. They
divided us into small groups and gave us a home work to prepare a 5 minute skit for audition purpose.
Students also started to read the script of play. Randomly many students read the various characters so that
Director can shortlist the candidates for various roles.

Ms. Asfiya Jamal, a researcher of Anthropology and theater for her doctorate from Frankfurt University
also joined for the purpose of data collection and as assistant director of the play.

On second day music director Mr. Abhishek Dube with his team Mr. Sanjay and Mr. Deepak Nema told
about the importance of music into the drama or film making. He started with basic practice of ‘Sa’ and
students learn many exercises that helped them to improve their voices and opened their vocal chords. Also
he teach a song that is “Moko kaha dhundhe re bande” of Saint Kabirdas who is the central character of
the play. Students further read the script of play that was remaining on first day.
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On third day Mrs. Sapna Yadav and Mr. Badal Pratap Singh joined the workshop and told students a lot
about dances and their benefits in daily life and how important they are in drama. Then students did a
variety of exercises. These exercises helped them to control our body movements. After it students went
for script reading and the director’s team went for auditions.

On day four Ms. Jagrati Gupta and Ms. Pooja joined us and they told us about the importance of costume,
dresses and role of makeup respectively into a drama. After that students start practicing their scenes and
remaining students which were selected as actors joined the music pit and costumes department as per their
interest. They provided equal opportunity to each student to perform. Simultaneously students prepared one
more song “Jhini jhini bheeni chadariya” of Saint Kabirdas for the play.

On fifth day of workshop the script was almost ready after a lot of editing. Mr. Shahanshah Ahmed joined
and teaches students about different props and stage management. Students further prepared their scenes
and practiced in singing chorus. They add a new song “Anhad ka baaja” of Vidhyapati.



For day six and seven students prepared all the acts of play and filled them with dance and music. They
made different type of formations. Students prepared two or three more songs such as “Nirbhay Nirgun
Gun Gaunga” of Saint Kabir and one of his friend Raidas that is “Bhala hua mori Gagari footi” and a
regional marriage song required in one scene of play.

On eighth day, the practice of play was almost completed and a new member Mr. Praveen Namdev joined
us and he told about how to use lights into a play and its significance in the drama. Also students tightened
some of the loose ends of drama and prepared formations of dances.
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On ninth day students practiced tightly, dresses and costumes were distributed to everyone so that they can
check whether it is perfect or not. Students practiced a lot and removed small errors of the different scenes.
Some of students prepared props, others prepared certificates and few of them prepared invitation posters
and brochure of the drama.

On the last day of workshop we finally moved to the place where students are going to perform so that we
have an idea of length and breadth of stage. Students practiced hard there for last two time, removing errors
and improving themselves.

The play began at 5:00PM on 1% july, 2023 in NINAAD AUDITORIUM OF PANDIT SUNDARLAL
SHARMA CENTRAL INSTITUTE FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION(PSSCIVE)), SHYAMLA HILLS
BHOPAL with an audience of above hundreds of students, faculty and guests. Everybody enjoyed the play
a lot it was a successful play performed by the students of integrated B.Ed. M.Ed. 1%'sem and guided by Dr.
Arunabh Saurabh and OTHER THEATRE, BHOPAL. Program ended with certificate distribution, speech
of principal sir followed by Director of the play and vote of thanks.
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TIdT 8T | 58 ATCh & ATCTH H HST UGl AATA] b hIRA H HHUT e I, dcehloiled ATHATISID
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GHTITH Bl HEold T FeAT & IS &1 3d H H 37 HRI/ATAT & HYUT HJHT Bl S
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" FENAG & oI B T ST bt e TTed) g1
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g Z & 17! Per! gt et g1
-aree faary (@18

Today | woke up by mashing my eyes in the dream of Kabir. And flashing the memories
of past 11 days from reading script to practicing songs and exercises of following hands,
going here and there makings home to Storms the audition and choosen as Kabir. I've no
words to thank our respected Awvijit sir who gives me this 3P's - positivity, passionate and
patience. Asfiya mam for your direction and suggestions during practice. Dubey sir
encouraging me for the role.Deepak sir treating as younger brother.Shanshah sir for
guidance. Badal sir and sapna mam for dance (jo ki mai bahut achha kiya €2 ) jagriti mam
and mam who did my make-up(sorry mam name yaad nhi aa rha).Dr. Anurabh Saurabh sir
who made all of this possible and the last but not the least all my dear friends. Thanks all
of you I'm lacking of words. Some are becoming impatient what Roushan is writing &' .

Thats all thank you.......

Roushan- Kabir
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