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Abstract

Today all over the world people face a lot of environmental problems like water pollution, air pollution continuing depletion of natural recourses’ , deforestation, rise in global temperatures, shrinking of  life saving ozone layer etc. these problems are  further  being compounded with population  explosion, food crisis hunger, malnutrition poverty and insanitation etc. Unsafe water kills three million people each year, many of whom are children. Two billion people cope daily with the problem of finding enough water. As many as3.5 billion almost half the worlds projected population could face water shortage  by 2025.every year 4.5 million hectors of forest in tropical countries are cut down and converted into other uses. Greenhouse gases notably carbon dioxide which is caused by burning of fossils, fuels and deforestation, act as agent of climate change that causes increase in global warming and rising sea levels. There is urgent need to look into the problem of the global environment for the future of every one.
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                          Environment is a broad term. It includes not only physical or material aspect but psychological, social, and cultural aspects as well. Thus environment consists of material and non material surroundings of human beings. Nature provides a limited freedom to man for conducting his exploitation activities. Man is a part of nature and hence cannot exert control over nature on the basis of his free will. When he tries to break the natural laws of nature he is bound to face the serious consequences.
                            Environmental education is a way of implementing the goals of the environment protection. Natural environmental awareness campaign( NEAC) 2000-2001, stated in 1986 for creating environmental awareness at all levels of the society, was continued during the year with the main theme as” keep our environment clean and green. ”systematized, organised awakened social mind  can be developed only through right of education, and it is through right type of education that appropriate awareness can be created to make life and its environment creative, constructive and progressive.
 Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs “(world commission on environment and development, 1987, p43) sustainable development is generally thought to have three components; environment, society and economy. The wellbeing of these three areas is interlinked, not separate. For example, a healthy society relies on a healthy environment to provide food and recourses’’, safe drinking water and clean air for its citizens. Now the most important question for human beings is how can we make the earth a better place? The key to this issue is the word” sustainability”. Based on the recognition that the amounts of all resources on this planet have limitations, we must consider matters such as maintenance of necessary resources’, preservation of the environment and issues of peace and security for future generations. As the world’s population increases, we also face problems related to food, energy poverty, and health. These problems have no boundaries. In other words it is necessary for every citizen to “think globally and act locally” taking these problems as global scale issues. 
      Education is one of the most powerful instrument s for reducing poverty and inequalities and it is the key to enhance the country’s potential to solve global issues and that strives to create a culture of science and technology. Today more than ever we are able to participate actively in the global    movement   to appropriate and produce new knowledge and technology, there by strengthening our cultures and building our identity to achieve a better livelihood for all. This means investment in education. So we need to guarantee quality education to all so that every citizen has the capacity to participate in the selection and pursuit of the best path for the sustainable development of their communities and their country.
 Sustainable development means that we need to embrace the values, behaviors and lifestyles required for a sustainable future. We need to transform mentalities and visions, and be able to transform those visions into reality. It requires that we build   scientific and technical skills and for those we develop the social support necessary to apply them. It is about building up conviction and commitment to pursue sustainable Development; it is about using diversity to sustain growth. The transformation on mentalities and vision and the capacity to build the necessary scientific and technological skill emphasizes our need to invest in education. As stated in the UNESCO Draft Strategy for ESD (2004), education is the primary agent of transformation towards sustainable Development. Education is more than the transfer of knowledge and skills from the teacher to the apprentice; it is about building up human capital and social cohesion that will support decision making about our common future.
Education serves as a powerful tool for moving nations, communities and households towards a more sustainable future. Therefore the United Nation has declared 2005-2014 as the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development. For over fifteen years now institution of higher education have been  rethinking their roles among  others to find new ways to respond to the challenges of sustainability and  prepare future generations to deal with sustainability issues in their carriers and lives.   The challenge is to raise the education levels without creating an ever growing demand for resources and consumer goods and the accompanying production of pollutants. Meeting this challenge depends on quality education which is essential for more sustainable production and consumption patterns. 
                       



Need of Environmental Education 
We need environmental education for all so that every citizen can participate in the selection of the best path for sustainable development of their communities and their country. An appropriately basic education includes more principles skills perspectives and values that will guide and motivate people to pursue sustainable livelihoods, to participate in a democratic society, and to live in a sustainable manner. 
Education should be characterized by the following:

· Conflicting objectives between different needs and interests should be clarified.
· Democratic and innovative working methods should be used.
· Learning should be based on reality.
· Learning should focus on problem solving and stimulate critical thinking. It must have a close contact with society and nature.
· Both the process and product of education are important.
Role of Teacher
Teaching and learning for a sustainable future will enable teachers to plan learning experiences that empower their students to develop and evaluate alternative visions of a sustainable future and to work creatively with others to help bring their visions into effect. There are over 50 million teachers in the world and each one is a key agent for bringing about the changes in life styles and systems we need. For this reason innovative teacher education is an important part of educating for a sustainable future.
Young people are key actors holding responsibility for not only the future, but also for today .youth therefore should be clearly recognized as one of the important stakeholders who have a collective responsibility for education for sustainable development. As stakeholders, young people should try to participate in major relevant activities at various levels. We should more actively participate in the process of decision making at local, national and global levels. To do so we must realize the importance of taking initiative ourselves to promote our place in participatory processes and collaboration with other stakeholders.
Environmental science is not about industrialization alone, but our daily habits as well (de Bono, 1969). People must be made aware of the importance of cleanliness, disposal of waste materials, nurturing of kitchen garden, care of plants and pets etc. and should realize the need for their participation and cooperation.
 For sustainable development to succeed we must also enhance peoples intellectual emotional and resilience quotients. We must help to foster values which promote harmonious relationships between human beings, their society and nature. Sustainable development requires a system of lifelong learning and education that transforms values and raises knowledge; allowing people to become members of society with a sense of human interdependence and an understanding of how to live in harmony with nature. People have to develop`	 environmentally friendly habits.
Role of Teacher Training Institutions
          Education provides the instrument for liberation from ignorance and oppression. Besides sharpening the eye of knowledge, it develops awareness and makes mind logical. The relationship between environment and development can be established as a part of education.” there is paramount need to create a consciousness in the society beginning, with the child. Environmental consciousness should inform teaching in schools and colleges.
          Environmental education for sustainable development needs to be introduced at all levels of education, school, college, university as well as in all forms of informal education. Teachers are the most critical agents of change responsible for growth, development and progress of societies and communities. Enlightened, emancipated and empowered teachers lead communities and nations in their march towards better and higher quality of life. As such their role as teachers is very crucial to achieve the objectives of sustainable development. Since teachers play a major role in the education of children, their own education on these sensitive issues must therefore create necessary understanding among teachers about their new role and responsibilities. if a teacher speak about the injurious  impact of smoking  but smoke, his teaching becomes meaningless  to the pupil  it might mean that this is to be learnt and not for practice.
A variety of activities which can be arranged for the student-teachers for the protection of environment as follows:
· Orienting teachers and student teachers with planning, designing and conducting of projects and activities on various environmental issues.
· Expert lecturers may assist the student teachers in exposing them to various areas of environmental issues.
· Rain water harvesting system should be set up in educational institutions to make student teachers understand the importance of saving water, impact of scarcity and preservation of water. 
· Developing skills to establish close school community contact.
· Field trips may be arranged to explain the natural resources and importance of their preservation.
            Currently there are more than 15.8 and 18.87 Lakh elementary and secondary/higher secondary school teachers in the country. If these teachers are trained through in-service training programmes, not only they can infuse environmental education in their teaching but can also help to participate in solving environmental problems in their communities. Further the environmental conservation message can reach the parents through their children. In the long run, students trained in social and environmental problems can bring about sustainable change in environmental conservation. Teachers can play an active role but to be able to do so they need the necessary skills to raise environmental awareness of learners and the broader community. So there is a need for in-service training programmes for teachers in community linked environmental issues to promote sustainability.
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