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Abstract

	Perspectives of education for sustainability development have been embraced internationally. It is emerging unified concept of globe with different dimensions. Education for sustainable development allows every human being to acquire knowledge, skills, attitudes and necessary values to shape a sustainable future life of their , own culture , community and country. Basic education which promotes functional literacy, livelihood skills, understanding of the immediate environment and values of responsible citizenship is a precondition for sustainable development. Such education must be available to every child as a fundamental right, without discrimination on the basis of socio economic class, geographical location or cultural identity. As literature emphasizes the importance of public awareness systems in all sectors of society to play an eminent role in 21st century for sustainable development of education which is predominantly in rise. 

	Adequate resources and support for education for sustainable development are essential. Mainstream education must now be realigned for achieving sustainable development in education. This involves a worthy pedagogical shift,  innovative curricula adoptability, critical thinking, alternative/innovative forms of teaching, training ability for providing concept learning and active participatory learning experiences which engage the ‘whole system’ continuously. An understanding must be promoted among key decision makers of the potential of education to promote and train people for sustainable livelihoods. It is possible through necessary public support by sustainable development initiatives. Thus education needs to be central to personal, community, social, national and global development, enabling all learners to reach their potential by education for sustainable development.


Introduction
	In view of different nations as global village under one umbrella, the big picture of sustainable development is emphasized more than ever in 21st century. A realization brings the responsibility for everyone to adopt an ethic way of living sustainably.  A common destiny should be based that all people belong to one human family of earth community. Need for an awareness of ‘global citizenship’, global cooperation and negotiation to address key global sustainable development issues with the perspectives of education cohesively. Various UN commitment and outcomes, to provide a broadly international set of values and attitudes for consideration and local adaptation in education settings.
	It is widely agreed that education is the most effective means that society possesses for confronting the challenges of the future, indeed in shaping the world for tomorrow. Development depends upon the increasingly products of educated minds, such as research, invention, innovation and adaptation. Ofcourse, educated minds and instincts are needed not only in laboratories and research institutes, but in every aspect of life. Access to education in the life of the modern world will be the way of effective participation at all levels in broader sense. Education to be certain will not be whole to every issue, but it should take a vital part in rendering all efforts to innovate new perspective in education by re-orientation to the needs of sustainable development in the 21st century.

Objectives of the study
1. To share indigenous knowledge of education for sustainable development.
2. To create awareness on the various dimensions of sustainability at global level
3. To focus on role of education for sustainable development.
4.  To discuss innovative strategic approaches and methodologies of education for sustainable development in schools and higher education for creating a sustainable society.
5. To encourage inter-disciplinary research in education for sustainable development
6. To strengthen sustainable development at local, national and international levels.
Concept of sustainable development
	The world commission on environment and development, defined sustainable development in terms of the present and the future: “sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”. Perhaps the most widely used definitions have focused on the relation between social development and economic opportunity within the carrying care & support of environment for sustainable development by improving the quality of life. Education is the key concern to predict sustainable development, what people are looking at specifically.

Knowledge of sustainable development
	While it is necessary to ‘separate out’ knowledge of sustainable development as unique domain from unified multidisciplinary knowledge and associated interdisciplinary values for analytical and review purposes. Sustainable development requires critical ability to understand the relationships and contemporary problems that exist between environment, economy, society and culture. Sustainable development highlights.

Sustainable development - Global world
	Global business thrives on and therefore encourages and imposes high levels of homogeneity in consumer habits. Significance of diversity and need to preserve it is an important precondition for globalization to be sustainable. Globalization is sustained by a vast, globally spread manpower. Their security is sometimes threatened by global distortion( e.g. sanctions against countries not conforming to international norms in human rights or environment related matters).Therefore, Mechanism to safeguard trade and livelihoods, especially in developing countries, must be evolved and negotiated to make globalization an effective vehicle of sustainable development.

Education as background to for sustainable development
	Including a wide range of representatives from different organizations, including state, civil society which focuses on education, training and public awareness, was arrived at through a participatory process and business. This led to a broad framework for the re-orientation of education, training and public awareness towards sustainable development. The follow-up World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg in 2002 led directly to the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD) as there was a need to strengthen the role of education, training and public awareness in sustainable development. With a commitment to understand, respect, care for ecological systems social and economic policy is important. A sustainable economic system that supports the well-being of people and the environment. Sensitivity of limits, risks, potential of economic growth and its impact on society also on environment. In each of these dimensions, Education sustainable development should involve developing an understanding of the close relationship between society, economy, environment and culture. In accordance with the recommendations in Chapter 36 of Agenda 21, ESD is not only limited to formal education. 

Integrated elements of Education for Sustainable Development 
	Sustainable development challenges are both local and global in nature and it is not a fixed technical concept but is rather an ongoing development programme for the future of human existence on planet earth. It is an ongoing open education programme from learning experiences with new improvised thinking for solutions to local issues. Engaging in sustainable development practices helps to integrate local and global forms of knowledge. It practices integrate knowledge, skills, values; situate knowledge and practices in particular social, cultural and historical contexts. 

Role of Education for Sustainable Development 
	It is even more useful to think about how these are integrated into education in the context of sustainable development practices and actions for change. An education that serves all people draws upon all domains of knowledge and seeks to integrate learning into all of life’s major activities. Ultimately, sustainable development requires an education that not only continues throughout life, but is also as broad as life itself. This is true, lifelong learning has to emerge as key concept for sustainable development through planning and developing educational systems. The Report of the UNESCO Commission on Education in the Twenty-first Century Learning: The Treasure Within, 5 (Delors Report, 1996) argued that the aims of education need to balance and integrate several tensions: Global and local, Universal tradition and modernity, long and short-term, competition and cooperation, spiritual and material, new areas of knowledge and innovative curriculum.

What changes does sustainability require?
	 In spite of the considerable progress which has been made, there are still enormous barriers to reorientation of formal education to sustainability A sustainable society will be one in which all aspects of civic and personal life are compatible with sustainable development and all government departments at all levels of government work together to advance such a society. Education plays a dual role, at once in both reproducing certain aspects of current society and preparing students to transform society for the future. The role of formal education in building society is to help students to determine what is best to conserve in their cultural, economic and natural heritage and to nurture values and strategies for attaining sustainability in their local communities while contributing at the same time to national and global goals. 

Curriculum reform
	A curriculum reoriented towards sustainability would place the notion of citizenship among its primary objectives would require a revision of many existing curricula and the development of objectives , content themes, teaching, learning and assessment processes. Viewing education for sustainability as a contribution to a politically literate society is central to the reformulation of education and calls for a ‘new generation’ of theorizing and practice in education and a re-thinking of many familiar approaches, including within environmental education. Education for sustainability calls for a balanced approach which avoids undue emphasis on changes in individual lifestyles. This kind of orientation would require increased attention to the humanities and social sciences in the curriculum.

Structural reform
 	Reorienting of the curriculum towards sustainable development requires at least two major structural reforms in education. The first is to re-examine the centralized mandating of courses and textbooks in order to allow for locally relevant learning programmes. Nationally-endorsed syllabuses can serve as ‘broad framework documents’ which provide aims and general objectives for subjects, an overview of broad content themes, appropriate learning experiences. A second major area of structural reform is the development of new ways to assess the processes and outcomes of learning. The reorientation of education along these lines – and in anticipation to the extent possible of future needs – is fundamental for sustainable development, including its ultimate objective not only of human survival but especially of human well-being and happiness. Similarly, there also needs to be a revamping of the methods of credentialing students. 

Reform at different scales
	Curriculum reform can take place in different ways and on different scales. Certain of these reforms would be aimed at changes in particular lessons or courses rather than for the curriculum as a whole. Such reforms would not be sufficient to fully orient the curriculum towards sustainability. Re-orientation of education for sustainable development is a process of change in the relationships between social, economic and natural systems and processes. It recognizes the significance of diversified cultures and life forms all over world. One that epical consideration for such a re-orientation is the Earth Charter, the product of one global village, considering cross-cultural societies with common goals for sustainable development. The Earth Charter was approved by UNESCO General Conference in 2003 as an important ethical framework to guide sustainable development. It frames principles of peace, social justice, international conservation and sustainable development law to provide a valuable perspective of education for sustainable development. 

Contribution of environmental education
	While environmental education is not the only discipline with a strong role to play in the reorienting process,  is clear that the roots of education for sustainable development are firmly planted in environmental education .A basic aim of environmental education is to succeed in making individuals and communities understand the complex nature of the natural built environment. Interaction of biological, physical, social, economic and cultural knowledge, values, attitudes and practical skills to participate in a effective responsible way by anticipating quality management for solving environmental problems. Environment should, in this regard, help to develop a sense of responsibility and solidarity among countries and regions. By starting in the primary grades, before the process of compartmentalization that marks secondary and particularly higher education sets in. Student’s to be encouraged to examine environmental issues from different angles and perspectives. The influence of environmental education in promoting interdisciplinary inquiries has to be seen at all levels of education. In many cultures, the environment was placed in the sphere of the sacred. According to a set of well-defined rules that, whatever their origins, served to prevent the over-use and exhaustion of natural resources.

Interdisciplinary
	A basic premise of education for sustainability is interdependence to life in all its forms, so must there be a unity and wholeness to efforts to understand to ensure its continuation. This calls for both interdisciplinary inquiry and action. A disciplinary focus is often helpful, in allowing the depth of inquiry needed for major breakthroughs and discoveries. Despite this realization and a broadening support for interdisciplinary inquiries, the frontiers between academic disciplines remain stoutly defended by professional bodies, career structures and criteria for promotion and advancement. This is true higher education has an indispensable role to play both in the areas of research, training of specialists and leaders in all fields. Universities has to play a key role in international cooperation for more effectively considering the needs of scientists and social scientists from developing countries, with concern to interdisciplinary development issues. 
	Major research projects, such as that on climate change, are also developing in specialists the habit of working across disciplines. Ultimately, the growing necessity for interdisciplinary inquiry can be expected to reduce the resistance imposed by entrenched habits and conservative institutional structures.

Inter-disciplinary research in education for sustainable development
	 Inter-disciplinary research in education for sustainable development Also it requires knowledge about the interrelated ‘big picture’ of global ecological, socio-economic complexities in connecting local and global forms of knowledge in gaining new solutions to modern problems. Multi-Inter disciplinarily which is slowly and with difficulty gaining ground knowledge, in between the spheres of educational systems for learning narrative and/or thematic learning from early ages with consideration of present. 


Strengthening of sustainable development at local, national and international levels

Local
	At the local level, strengthening democratic institutions generally leads to better and more sustained management of natural resources. To enhance effectiveness of people’s participation in local governance, committees comprising of both elected and executive members of local bodies and representatives of community groups must be formed. It is imperative to have only governance, but involving citizens and local authorities which will provide an effective means for solution too.

National
	Sustainable development is achieved through optimal gains from several variables rather maximizing those from single one. This requires government departments, by convention sectorally organized, to work together or in some cases as a single multidisciplinary authority. The skills available in society must be utilized through partnership, involving institutions, such as NGOs, Corporate bodies, academic and research institution, etc. This must be made an integral part of planning and implementation for sustainable development. Internal reviews as well as learning from international experience should be the basis of identifying and filling gaps in existing laws. Development framed taking in to account of policies and initiatives in similar areas.

International
	There is a great need and wider scope for regional, global cooperation in sustainable development. Efforts must be made by developing countries especially, to work towards synergizing experiences and raising shared regional concerns as a strong united front in international forums too. To facilitate such an international exchange of domestic and global experiences for sustainable development. Currently, multiplicity in institutions with fragmented responsibilities is required to ensure compliance and co-operation. 




Conclusion: 
	Adequate resources and support for ESD are essential to mainstream education. The inequality in educational resources and in opportunities is itself one of the major causes of unsustainability.  An understanding to promote and train people for sustainable livelihoods is to done by key decision makers of education. It is possible through necessary public support by sustainable development initiatives. Ensure that updated and new curricula incorporate the economic, social, and environmental dimensions of sustainable development. Incorporate the teaching of sustainable development issues, such as poverty reduction and climate change, with participative teaching learning methods at all levels of education from early childhood to higher education. Encourage research on Education for Sustainable Development to strengthen its evidence base by support exchange activities and such as fellowships for study. Include sustainable development into the training of leaders in business, industry and the public services. Advocate for Education for Sustainable Development at national and international events.
	 Thus education needs to be central to personal, community, social, national and global development; in enabling all learners to reach their potential by education for sustainable development. Re-orientation of education to sustainability requires recognizing in traditional compartments, as categories can no longer separate from each other interdisciplinary to address the complex problems of today’s world. If schools are to be a means to the reform of society, it is then essential that society at all levels – local, national and international – invest adequate attention and resources in its schools.
