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Abstract
Various environmental problems pose a threat to environmental sustainability, among which is global warming, urban air pollution, water shortages, noise pollution, and loss ofbiodiversity. Many of these problems are rooted in human behavior and can thus be managed by changing the relevant behaviour so as to reduce the environmental impacts. Environmental education is a viable tool for creating environmental awareness in students and motivating them to act for the environmentthat is why the awareness about the environment is highly necessary among the students since beginning. A main goal of environmental education is development of pro- environmental behavior (PEB).Proenvironmental behavior (PEB) are actions that people do in daily life that are comparatively better for the environment, for example, recycling and reducing energy consumption, etc.
        Teachers play a vital role in development of pro-environmental behavior for the children.  So we need to refine the role of teachers. The role of a good teacher does not end with teaching alone as for as environmental education is concerned. He/she should be a friend, facilitator & guide and should motivate the students to take an active part in the environmental protection.The paper will discuss different strategies/approaches and ways of assessment for environmental studies that will help teachers for development and enhancement of pro-environmental behavior in children. 
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Environmental crisis is real. If human society has to survive for not just another century, but for thousands and thousands of years, we need to imbibe a way of life that can be sustained. World educators and educationalists have repeatedly pointed out that any solution of environmental crisis will require environmental awareness and understanding, to be deeply rooted in the educational system at all levels.  Hence environmental education is a viable tool for creating environmental awareness in people and motivating them to act for the environment that is why the awareness about the environment is highly necessary among the students since beginning. The goal of environmental education isto maintain and improve environmental quality and to prevent future environmental problems.The commonly agreed characteristics of environmental education are:
1. Environmental education should be integrated into the whole system of formal education at all levels.
2. Environmental education should be a holistic perspective which will examine the ecological, social, cultural and other aspects of particular problems.
3. Environmental education should aim at building up sense of values.
There is a controversy over how and where to place environmental education in the current school curriculum. Three basic approaches are commonly acknowledge, viz., integration of environmental education within other subject disciplines, creation of a separate course by treating environmental education as a separate subject and out of school programme mainly through non-formal channels of education. The National Policy on Education- 1986, renewed in 1992, states- "There is a paramount need to create a consciousness of the environment and it must permeate all ages and all sections of society, beginning with the child." It has also been highlighted in the National Curriculum Framework for School Education-2000, that the Environmental Education in needed to be included at all levels of schooling. Article 51 A of Part IV A of the Indian Constitution has laid down the Fundamental Duties to "protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers, wildlife and to have compassion for the living creatures. In view of emerging environmental problems at regional, national and international levels, it was felt that the fragmented model of environmental education did not serve the purpose, as it did not succeed to generate a concern that may lead to effective action for conserving and further improving the environment. Hence, NCERT as per directions of Hon'ble Supreme Court of India designed the syllabi of EE for different classes, which emphasize the emotional and attitudinal aspects of learners' personality along with the requisite cognitive component. It is a value based and action oriented syllabus that would lead from knowledge to feeling and finally to appropriate action. 
 Environmental education has gradually created a prominent space of itself in school curriculum. Children are receiving environmental education at levels of awareness, and knowledge. The missing element between knowledge and practices makes the difference in the sense of commitment. Conservation of environment is not taken seriously by people. There is a “who cares” attitude or “the little I pollute, how does it matter much?” These attitudes are because of the lack of effective environment education. Students are required to acquire the right knowledge base on environment and develop skills, values & behaviour that promote environment conservation and protection.. Students have to learn not to participate in any activity that leads to environment degradation cultivation and generation of this consciousness about one’s acts and omissions is indeed the aim of environmental education.
Traditionally in India it is said, that there ought to be congruence between manan, vachan, and karma etc between that one thinks, speaks, and does. In the other context it is said knowledge leads to awareness, awareness builds values and right attitude, which leads to behavior  as shown in fig i & ii 
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So the ultimate goal of environmental education is development of pro-environmental behaviour or environmental friendly practices in students. “An environmental behaviour is a behaviour adopted by an individual consciously attempting to minimize his or her negative impacts on natural and constructed environments” (Kollmuss & Agyeman, 2002). “Responsible environmental behavior is defined as a measure of how far a person is prepared to take an active part in protecting the environment” (Bajwa & Goyal 2011). In other words we can say thatProenvironmental behavior (PEB) are actions that people do in daily life that are comparatively better for the environment, for example, recycling and reducing energy consumption, water conservation etc.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As rightly said by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru that the future of India is shaped in the classroom, whereteacher is the central figure. So we can say that teacher is the key in the whole teaching learning process. The Tibilsi conference rightly identified teacher as a key factor in the education of people about environmental problems. The role of a good teacher does not end with teaching alone as far as environmental education is concerned. He should be a friend, facilitator & guide and should motivate the students to take an active part in the environmental protection measures. The learning process should be participatory so that it leaves ever lasting impression for the students. NCF-2005 recommends to follow an integrated and thematic approach- towards its teaching-learningat the primary stage. Thematic approach needs to be followed in EVS in early classes and gradually making efforts to makethem understand the issues and concerns related to natural and social environment in class V and onwards. Efforts need to be made toavoid giving direct information, definitions and descriptions as children construct their own knowledge using varied teaching andassessment strategies. However, this requires ensuring their active engagement participation in learning by exposing them to diverseexperiences through a variety of sources within and outside the classrooms. A number of the transactional modalities have been suggested by experts across the country and most of them have been included in the National Curriculum Framework. Some of these transactional modalities of Environmental Education are mentioned below for encouragement of PEB:
· Narration of events, experience and stories
· Assignments and projects
· Field Trips and visits
· Formation of Eco-clubs, National Green Corps, Nature Clubs, VIPNET- Clubs etc.
· Field Studies and Surveys of the Status of Environmental Resources, Identification of problems and search for solutions, developing strategies for conservation and Awareness Building etc.
· Brain Storming and Quizzes
· Role Play and Drama, Script-Writing and enactment etc.
· Lectures and demonstrations
· Simulations
· Discussions, and
· Case-studies and many more.
Apart above mentioned transitional modalities following are the someways that help to teachers in development of PEB in children.
· The teacher should create a feeling of togetherness and positive attitude towards environment.
· The teacher should encourage the use of dustbins at various places like bus stand, railway station and public places.
· The teacher should channelise the energy of the students to create a pollution free atmosphere in the school premises. 
· The teacher can ask the students to campaign against the use of plastic carry bags and implement the habit of using alternative of plastic in day-to-day activities. 
· The teacher should plan the environmental activities correlated with the customs and traditions of the society.
· Water enters rivers and ponds during August and September seasons. This water should not be polluted by any means. This is the appropriate time for the teachers to organize a campaign against water pollution and promote rainwater harvesting.
· Monsoon is the period is which most of the viral diseases spread. At this time the teacher has to educate the students to maintain healthy surroundings and healthy habits which prevent such diseases.
· The teacher can arrange guest lecturers to motivate students to develop hygienic conditions around them and can conduct health weeks for focusing their attention towards health.
· The teacher should give direction to every student to plant a tree on their birthday every year either in a school or somewhere else and nurture its growth.
· The teacher should conduct field visits to industries and to polluted areas to enable the students to feel the need and the importance of environmental protection.
· Celebration of important days relating environment viz, World Forest Day, World Population Day and World Conservation Day should be made a practice.
· The teacher should organize debate competition, quiz competition, art & craft competition related to environmental issues in your school.
· Teacher should assign  different project based on their curriculum, like
· Study of waste material produced by a family.
· Critically examine how plastic items take an important place in your daily life.
· Estimation of energy consumed in your family.
· Presentation of environmental problems/ issues through collage.
· Critical review of energy consumed and wasted in your school.
· Study wastage of water in your school &  in your home  and how to reduce it.
· Study the population growth in the city and its effect on
·  environment.
Assessment is an inseparable component of the teaching-learning process. It is therefore, a challenge for us to use such assessment strategies which can constructively be linked to students’ learning. The National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2005 has rightly recommended that “a good evaluation and examination system can become an integral part of the learning process and benefit both the learners themselves and the educational system by giving credible feedback (p 71)”. Assessment provides feedback to student about his/her current knowledge and necessary modifications required to achieve mastery. It also provides feedback to teachers about the strengths and limitations of their teaching strategy, and progress of their students, so that they can modify their strategies accordingly to facilitate learning.. No single tool or technique can completely assess the holistic development of the children. There are variety of tools and techniques for assessing their performance including scholastic and co- scholastic abilities used in EVS teaching. Some of them are as follows:
· Observation
· Assignment
· Photograph/picture reading
· Drawing
· Narratives/stories
· Discussion 
· Anecdotal records
· Situation test

Apart from above mentioned tools Portfolio may be used as a tool for both formative and summative assessment of students’ performance.Portfolios should not contain only the best work but all kinds of work, like
· Written material – worksheets, samples of creative writing, tests, reports/write- ups 
of out-of-classroom activities, like a visit to the nearby bank, stadium, etc. 
· Various drawings – plants, favourite flower, animals, festivals……. 
· Art work like paper folding, paper cutting and Origami. 
· Greeting cards prepared by children during the thematic plan on festivals. 
· Letters to the child from other children and even by the teacher. 
· Record of story books read by the child titled ‘Books which I have read’. 
· Collection of leaves, textiles, etc. 
· Diary paragraphs written by children, communicating their feelings and understandings in a non-threatening way. 
· like to show the growth and progress of the child over the entire school year.
Such a collection shows teachers and parents what the child has accomplished and is an evidence of the actual work done rather than just the test scores. At the end of every term the teacher looks at each child’s portfolio to assess her progress and gives specific and useful feedback to parents. Such a collection of the child’s work provides insights to parents about their own child and helps them discuss with the teacher the child’s achievement, progress and growth.
Hence the success in environmental education depends mainly on teachers as they can develop high level of specialized knowledge and pedagogical skills to impart information regarding new facts, relationships, threats and conflicts in the environment and a dominant role to play in all versions of educational learning: “Today’s child is tomorrow’s citizen” of the country. So it is important that each and every child realizes that they are the pillars of the nations. In order to build a strong and eco-friendly generation the role of the teachers and students go hand in hand. They are the sculptors of the society who can reshape and build a strong and everlasting, peaceful harmony in life.
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