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Abstract
The hinterland of India is a peculiar for its peculiar mix of myriad problems and brimming potential. Depreciating agricultural economy and related problems like farmers’ suicide, rural unemployment, migration etc. have weakened the socio-economic fabric, making it the nucleus of not just government schemes, but an incubator for innovative experiments.
This paper presents a case study of one such experiment. Around 40 kms from Nagpur a cluster of about 25 villages near Khapa are witness and beneficiaries to a novel social and educational innovation of an ‘agro-centric SCHOOL.’ The aim of the school is to create agro-entrepreneurs who will have acquired skills for and knowledge of agriculture, along with formal education; thus providing a unique opportunity to contribute to the sustainable development of their community while enhancing their personal life chances.
The school has adopted innovative teaching techniques, and has initiated projects for skill development of the adults in the community, making it the epicenter of community development in the area.
This paper aims to study how ‘localised’ educational model can generate awareness regarding sustainable development and ingrain these values amongst students through education.
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Introduction: If one were to search India on the Google, one of the first statements that would appear is, India is an agricultural country. Agriculture is indeed fundamental to the socio-economic system of rural India. It is pivotal to the Indian model of sustainable development.
Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. It contains within it two key concepts:
· the concept of needs, in particular the essential needs of the world's poor, to which overriding priority should be given; and
· the idea of limitations imposed by the state of technology and social organization on the environment's ability to meet present and future needs." (Brundtland, 1987)
In the Indian context this brings together the rural population and the environment through agriculture.However, over the decades, the condition and contribution of agriculture to Indian developmental story has declined. It has become a bottleneck. The numbers say it all. In 2014, Agriculture and allied sector contributed 17.9% to India’s Gross Development Product [GDP]. Agriculture accounts for almost 60 per cent of aggregate employment in India. Employment in agriculture is rural-based (97 percent). (www.statisticstimes.com)
There are several dimensions to the problems of agriculture sector –1. economically it has become unviable, 2.technologically it has been neglected, 3.socially it is disrespected.
All these aspects have culminated into disinterest in agriculture, and rise in unemployment and city ward migration.
Rejuvenating this sector through skill development and up gradation, connecting it with appropriate technology, and reclaiming the lost respect is a multipronged strategy that needs to be adopted. 
Our hinterland is undergoing several experiments in this regard. This paper aims at studying one of them and analyze its impact on capacity building of local community for sustainable development.
Objectives: The paper envisages to fulfill following objectives:
1. To describe the innovative model of an agro-centric school.
2. To understand the impact of model in terms of skill development and community building.
3. To comprehend the contribution of this innovative model in sustainable development.
4. To analyze the applicability and replication capacity of the model.
Methodology: It is an exploratory case study. The researcher has adopted direct observation and interview method to study the model. 
Area: The researcher has chosen a cluster of 8 villages located in the Nagpur district, some 40 kms from the city of Nagpur, near the sub-urban area of Khapa.
The Model: The agro-centric school, named the Abhyudaya Global Village School is located approximately 40 kms from Nagpur, near Khapa. It was started by a Non-governmental Organisation named Vikalpa that works for sustainable living and environment friendly communities.
The name of the school has a particular importance. Abhyudaya means the rising sun. Global Village is a term that signifies global thinking with action linked to local roots. The school aims to create individuals who have a global perspective, yet are rooted and connected to their communities.  
Sustainable Financial Model based on Skill Development and Community Building: The school envisages a unique model of financial administration that would make the school make the school self-dependent and enrich the community. It is situated in a ten acre farmland, and the administration aims to run the entire project from earnings from the farm. This has led them to experiment and diverge into various farm related activities. Some of them are stated below:
1. Organic farming is central to this model. The emphasis is on cost reduction by using bio-products that may be acquired from the environment. This reduces the capital input required for fertilizers, pesticides and insecticides. The organic products also fetch a higher price in the market.
2. The emphasis on organic farming necessitated production of bio-fertilizers and bio-pesticides.The school has initiated production of vermi-compost and bio-fertilizers.
3. Green house farming has also been taken up as an initiatve and direct chain with vendors has been established.
4. Production of biogas on commercial basis is also a pipeline project.
5. This has necessitated maintaining milch animals that provide not just milk, but raw material for manure and biogas.
6. The storage of raw products is essential, for their shelf life is less. The school has taken up food processing initiatives for dairy as well as other produce. This adds to the income.
7. Profitable farming also requires proper management and utilization of resources. Thus, the farms are irrigated through drip irrigation and water conservation methods have been adopted. (www.agvschool.in)
These initiatives may not be novel; however, the school has used them as a means to create opportunities for livelihood in the community. The school has been started for children of farmers and farm labourers. Although the fees are minimal, and girl students are not charged, the parents often find it difficult to bear other expenses of the children. 
The school decided that it was essential to address this helplessness. Thus, it has involved parents of its students in the various initiatives. It conducts various sill development programmes, especially for the mothers. It is also working on starting up a center to train women to manufacture solar equipment.
When, the community comes together, the interaction leads to their involvement in the education of their children. It also leads to creation of awareness pertaining to issues prevalent in the community. There is a marked change in the attitude of the people, who are more open to change and new ideas. The school also works as a center for consultation regarding organic farming. It is also planning to experiment on coordinated organic farming with the community. It is also moving towards becoming a pool for traditional and modern knowledge system in agriculture. 
These initiatives would eventually add to the income of the community and make the school a community funded and managed model. 
Developing Skills from the Primary Level:  Benjamin Franklin made a very astute observation that is applicable to our teaching methodology. He stated, “Tell me, and I forget. Teach me, and I remember. Involve me, and I remember.” The school, which has agriculture as its focal point, believes that students can get connected to the land only when they work on it. Thus, it has incorporated experiential learning to teach the State Board Curriculum. Often, the classes are conducted in open and the teachers endeavor to link every subject to Nature. Apart from the regular curriculum, the students undertake a special subject – agriculture – which is a practical subject.
They are involved in small tasks like planting sapling in the green house, taking care of the planned they are assigned etc. 
Curiosity is encouraged, and students easily wander into the farming area to view the activities and find answers to their curious questions. This instills in them a love for land, regard for labour, and respect for agriculture as a profession.
Currently, there are around 250 students and the school has a batch in class fourth. As the curriculum progresses, the school wishes to include subjects lie water management, dairy, pisciculture, honeybee farming, soil testing, sericulture, and other agriculture-allied subjects. The school aims, that by the time, their students reach class 8th; they may possess enough basic knowledge of agriculture so as to advise their parents in this regard. Thus, it wishes to bring up a generation of agriculturists who have balance knowledge of the tradition, and can reach out for the modern. It aims to prove, that agriculture can be viable and can provide a stable livelihood and simple and satisfying life.


Applicability and Replication Capacity: Some Suggestions.
It is a challenging and medium to long term initiative. However, once established and accepted, it is economically viable and socially strengthening. It may be started by an individual, organization, or the community itself. However, the crux is ‘community involvement.’ When successfully implemented, it can be one of the most effective ways of promoting skill development, agriculture and education in the rural areas. There are several factors that need to be considered.
1. A broad framework may be designed, but the micro details must be decided upon by the community as per the geographical and socio-economic environment.
2. Co-ordination with policy-making and research agencies would strengthen the model. 
3. Special provisions must be made for such schools in the norms of the Central and State Boards. 
4. Emphasis must be laid on recruiting and training teachers from the locality, so as to enhance the effectiveness of this model.
Conclusion: If implemented effectively, the model will go a long way in addressing the issues that plague rural India. It is a multi-utility tool that may be used to address economic, as well as social and political issues and thus strengthen the backbone of our country. Adaption of this model as per the requirements of the local community, and creation of a curricular framework for the same along with training will be an important initiative for propagating sustainable development through education.
References:
1. Brundtland, G. H. (1987). Report of the World Commission on Environment and Development: Our Common Future. Oslo.
2.  Iyengar , S.; Sinha, R. (2006). Institutional and Capacity Building for Sustainable Rural Development in India for the Coming Decade. New Delhi.
3. www.agvschool.in
4. www.statisticstimes.com














