Perspectives of Education for sustainable development in 21st Century
A.Pavani sasidhar,

Asst.,Propfessor,

Dept., of English,

K.L.University.

Guntur,

A.P.,

Mrs.A.Pavani  Sasidhar has pursued her Post Graduation and M.Phil from Acharya Nagarjuna University, Guntur. She also did her PGCTE & PGDTE from English & Foreign Language University, Hyderabad. She has 13 years of experience in teaching. At present she has been giving her services as an Asst., Prof in the Dept., of K L University, Vaddeswaram, Guntur. She is doing her Ph.D on the works of Chetan Bhagat. So far she has published sixteen articles in both National and International journals and took participation in and around Twelve National and International Seminars and Conferences. 
Abstract

The roots of education for sustainable development are possibly from both thinking and practice around environmental education and developmental education. Education for sustainable development as a dynamic concept  utilizes all aspects of public awareness, education and training to create or enhance an understanding of the linkages among the issues of sustainable development. It also develops the knowledge, skills, perspectives and values which will empower people of all ages to assume responsibility for creating and enjoying a sustainable future. It is related to the way we live our lives, the way we respect the lives of others-far and near, present & future-and our attitudes to the world around us. (www.unesco.org)

The valid purpose of education is to provide a refined and polished way of life style by not disturbing and intruding into other’s life cycle. The term-others denotes and includes nature and environment. If one goes back to education system and methodology in the past, where the Gurukulas taught the life cycle of the human beings, their psychology Vedas, Puranas ,economical & medical terms which we can be used as evidence by Charaka Samhitha, The Ramayana, The Mahabharatha, Koutilya’s Arthasastra and Makiavelli’s The Prince and so on. All the ancient studies of Education system made people to be aware of every aspect of the globe which is related to human being. At the same time the ambience was neither allowed to collapse nor get disturbed.

However, during the course of time, the system and methodology of education has taken a wide range of transformation, irrespective of the reasons and the changes which brought a world of difference in the life style of the people in the world over. Man has invented incredible things which enable us to lead a posh and refined life. The lust and craze for luxurious and high-fi life style man has started to search innumerable things with his knowledge and tried to win over the globe. He reached the moon, the other planets, went into the depths deepest of the oceans and taken the challenging tasks but still his thirst for knowing and understanding the nature is not fulfilled. But unfortunately it is a must to know and protect nature’s law.

During the process of unveiling the knowledge over new things, the quest for identity there is some disturbance caused to the nature and environment which lead to many adversities. Hence, there is a question before man whether he requires development or the survival of the things. Therefore the paper briefly describes the environmental problems, sustainable development and the role that education plays in combating the environmental problems linking education with sustainable development. As it is a well known fact that the environment is endangering the very survival of the human beings and owing to the harmful action on environment the adverse factors in the form of extremity of climatic conditions and others.
As it is a universally accepted fact that the past 100 years have experienced wonderful growth rate in all aspects economically, socially, technologically that is materialistic. The boon in disguise of this development with natural resources which among are some of the non renewable and renewable resources. So it is clear that growth rate is linked with environment, and the protection of the environment is our prime responsibility.
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The purpose of education is to make people wiser, more knowledgeable, and ethically responsible, realize the potentials and strengthen the individuals as well as societies with problem solving. Hence, sustainable development is a process of human development and to reach the goals while sustaining the ability of natural resources for the survival of upcoming generations and fulfill their needs as well. According to McKeon Development has three components. Among them the first one is Environment, the Second is society and the third is Economy. The need and importance of Environment has come into brought into notice after 1960’s, when the cosmopolitan public came to know about the future of society with the great concern about the rapid growth of world population and the disruption of the environment by the progress of industrialization in the world. With this result the world summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg (2002) re-emphasized the role of education especially with respect to eco friendly aspects. 

    The perspectives of Education for sustainable development at present scenario depends on the correlation of Protecting and enhancing of efficient resources with the efficient use of energy for a sustainable and innovative products by giving high level of employment in the society to make every personal well-being. 

However, due to the unsustainable economic social and cultural conditions like the pressure of overpopulation high poverty rate, widened gap between rich and poor, religious intolerance acceleration of deforestation, drastic climatic changes, rising of sea levels making the environment terrific and problematic to the future generations. 
Hence, it is high time to think and find the remedial measure to prevent such adversities. I am glad to mention some of the measures which I have focused in this paper. One among them is the timely wisdom, which should be the extension of historical knowledge into the foreseeable future, which should constitute the development of the society while supporting the environment. But timely wisdom cannot be taught but it is learnt, moreover, the crucial task of the educational system is to provide the context for this process of learning. 

The motto of this timely wisdom is to re orient education at all levels, developing the public understanding and awareness on sustainability and training.

The basic education system should be in such a manner that instead of having to learn abstractions of natural occurrence, which are often confined to a laboratory setting, students should be able to apply basic science understandings within a familiar context. With this type of approach makes students acquire as science as not just for its technical applications but for as real factors as our view of nature, man and world. 

 Moreover, the base concept that is “Earth is 
Unique, a planet of rate beauty and great value.”  After making a clear description by the teachers of how the various Earth processes and cycles are known to function within the Earth system, that students will come to know how the technological society and the world market affects the system. At the same time the students’ will be equipped with intellectuality to suggest and support the governmental policies and ameliorate the negative effects of individual and commercial developments. Through this they will have the knowledge and skills to move their communities towards a sustainable development in future.
However, there are some pitfalls in conducting outdoor experiences and indoor laboratories and co-operative learning activities as they require the co-operation of all the teachers in a school. Administrative support is especially important upon all this involvement of a teacher and student and it is important to integrate this type of curriculum.
The sustainable development should have the stable goals unanimously like effective protection of the environment, prudent use of natural resources. Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment should be the main purpose of the sustainable development.
Finally the Education system in science education system should be suggested with activity oriented, investigative oriented, process oriented bio-diversity oriented population education, Health education and Global education along with intellectual understanding with energy renewal methods.
But its ironic to say that the majority of science programs taught today have at their core a basic distortion of science and science methodology. They are focused on the outdated concept of a mechanistic universe and adapted primarily to develop and enlist future workers in applied science programs dedicated to the development of commercially or militarily useful technology. As a result, they fail to adequately represent broad methods, goals and contributions of science and are therefore ineffective for providing a basis for school programs having focus on environmental education as a focus. 
Keping in view of the above the perspective of education must be Conceptually Organized by incorporating Aesthetics, Focusing on the Human Uses of the Environment and their Impact on the Earth System which Incorporates System Science Methods to integrate the  objectives of Global Education with the help and Use Effective Learning Strategies Accommodates Aspects of Eastern Thinking.
In the high school years the subjects slowly take on a more formal style and are taught by specialist teachers. The play of childhood and learning of the early school child is brought more to consciousness in the appreciation of the laws of nature, not taught by abstract concepts in text books but out of the experience of phenomena which allow the growing person to develop their own understanding based on experience. The students learn how to learn through books.

This kind of understanding may lead parents and teachers to reconsider seriously how much exposure they give little children to the catastrophes of the world at an age where they are not able to do anything about it. Where exposure to immense problems is advocated as a way of educating students about environmental problems, one really has to ask is this not breeding a kind of apathy where one is hardened to events for which one is not in a position to engage willfully to remedy the situation. It is quite different if projects are being done to help a problem situation. A discussion of all of these topics would require a bigger time and space than we have here from the high school curriculum at Mt. Barker, South Australia will therefore be described to exemplify how subjects can be integrated in such a way that the students can have experiences that are both explicit and implicit.
They learn to know that within themselves they have access to the outer world. They grow in confidence and the world is not a place that is strange to them. It is a world from which they have sprung and a world into which they have a creative role to play.

This way of teaching is so crucial for students to be participants in the world we have today. Students are not going to grow into adults that are going to participate in the world if they learn of a world of grey chance movements of which they are a chance outcome. That’s not a story that engenders love. Our teaching methods have to bring out the creativity of people because they belong to a creative cosmos and it is ultimately our own creativity which will recognize the creativity of the world around us. The education process will help in a profound way if it can help students to come in contact with their own creativity and realize that their own creativity is a special instance of the creativity of the cosmos. Then we can trust that we will have human beings in the future who will play a part in partnership with nature to make the world a better place.

Many of the children’s questions in nature are very difficult and often, you cannot answer. When the children see that even the teacher cannot answer the question they feel more curious and energized. That means that students and the teacher are put in an equal position when learning, on an equal footing. I think that motivates their learning. But it is actually very difficult to have this kind of education because there is not enough time. I always had to question which to take, conventional basic subjects or integrated style; whether you should focus education on taking tests, or whether you should focus education on interest. 

When you do experiments or when you go out into nature, it’s not enough just to be there or just to do experiments and have fun. It’s important to do that. The next step is to treat the experience of the students as some thing to be valued, as something to enter the process of knowing. If students slowly learn that experiences are valuable in forming their ideas and that they are helped in that process, then they gain gradually an independence of judgment to form their own ideas that recognize the world for what it is, something of great value. That step, is critical; not to be missed. And how that happens is critical because much of learning doesn’t value the experience of children. It gives them experiences, but then uses the experiences as signals to introduce some formal ideas of knowledge that come from somewhere else. They don’t build the knowledge out of the experience of the students. I think that step of taking the experience of the students and allowing that experience to grow into knowledge empowers the children ultimately.
A framework using the Global Science Literacy (GSL) and Earth Systems Education (ESE) constructs would serve well in a framework for Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). GSL was developed in the post-Cold War era. It looks to the future challenges of science and science curriculum in an era of social unrest and environmental change. It is not directed toward the use of technology in commercial or military developments but only the uses of technology for expanding our knowledge of the Earth system we all share and for ameliorating the destructive environmental consequences of unfettered technological development. It provides a strong basis for an education for sustainable development.
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