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Abstract:
The idea of sustainable development is becoming a reality through efforts of educational understanding. The emphasis on education for sustainable development is increasing because of global development crisis and its rippling effects. It is the need of the hour to correct the course of modern developmental process through educating young generation. Ethical values present a good opportunity for sustainable development through education. This article explores the issues, problems and challenges of integrating sustainable development in the environmental education in the 21st century.
The identity and existence of the mankind is closely related with nature and its different manifestations. Environmental education has been defined and promoted differently in changing scenarios of last two decades of the 20th century and the emphasis has completely taken a new and innovative turn in the 21st century. Global concerns regarding environment has created an awareness towards the sustainable development as an instrument of educational policy.
This paper is an attempt to engage the debate about what constitutes this new focus of environmental education and how it may differ from conventional approaches to environmental education.
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The objective of the educational system has been development of human potential for the best utilization of natural resources. Ever since the idea of sustainable development came into being in mid 1980s, it has been included in the educational system so as to impart the knowledge of sustainable development to our future generations. Long term systematic approach is required for solution of the challenging and complex problem of modern industrialized world. Innovative education based on the principles of sustainable development is of utmost importance for delivering the promises of Brandtland Commission.
In 1992, the United Nations and representatives from 178 countries met in Rio de Janeiro to discuss the state of the environment and social/economic development and to craft a political course of action for these topics.  The Rio Summit was the result of an identified need to develop more appropriate, sustainable strategies in addressing development.  Agenda 21 was an important outcome of the Rio summit, and focused the world’s attention on the objectives necessary to reach sustainable development. Agenda 21 stated that in order to accomplish these objectives “… [there is] the need for individuals, groups and organizations to directly participate in environmental impact assessments and to know about and participate in decisions which potentially affect the communities in which they live and work” (Agenda 21, 2008).   

The identification of Agenda 21’s sustainable development objectives were initially met with much debate, however, near unanimous agreement was eventually reached in the need to improve education standards worldwide.
  Education involves more than simply increasing literacy rates of citizens; it should also facilitate the development of skills necessary for continued learning once formal schooling is complete such as critical thinking and communication. Agenda 21’s fundamental educational objectives recognized the need for an increased societal awareness towards the environment and development.
  Formal education that focuses on sustainability has been shown to aid in development aspects later in life such as increased agricultural production, women’s rights, standards of living, and lowered birthrates.
 
The UN decade of education for sustainable development provides a platform for reconsideration of our industrialized practices for ecological balance through new pedagogical methods of modern education. The current geopolitical scenario and economic crisis have a worldwide reach due to globalization. Understanding the symptoms of our problems through educational system and finding innovative solutions for sustainable development is the key for future. ESD (Education for sustainable development) appeared in the United Nations at Rio de Janeiro on Environment and Development conference. It was in this conference that education was emphasized as the most crucial factor for enlightening young minds for attaining sustainable development. Thus education is a decisive factor of change for better sustainable and safe future. The world summit on sustainable development in Johannesburg, September 2002, proposed ESD as one of the main priorities of the world. Keeping in mind these developments, the UNO announced the decade of education for sustainable development (2005-2014). It is indeed necessary to understand that traditional knowledge and methods of education are necessary but not holistic to prepare people for the future. ESD is a lifelong process which goes beyond the formal education and believes in creating consciousness for environment and ecology. 
While focusing on the current education system and its necessary transition for ESD, some major problems are necessary to be discussed. Firstly, the current education system is inefficient and uncomprehensive. Socio economic inequality creates a great barrier in attaining material benefits. The objective of ESD should be beyond it i.e. attainment of humane and ecological well-being. Secondly, ESD highlights the inequality of education delivery system. The focus must be to integrate ESD with other areas of development. Thirdly, only western education without proper local and regional knowledge is not sustainable at all. ESD supports emotional, potential and capabilities of students with value of well-being. Moreover, there is a monopoly on knowledge of dominant groups in education system. ESD balances the western education model with skills and values of indigenous knowledge. Priorities of education sector are based on quantity and compartmental knowledge. Multi-disciplinary and inter disciplinary quality scientific research is the promise of ESD. Lastly, global citizenship is the main aim of ESD while contemporary education system is very much nation oriented in different countries. 

We have to understand that inter dependence is a great virtue in modern globalized world. We should be alert and aware as our present actions will impact our future generations. With due respect to cultural diversity, it is necessary to understand how to amend ourselves for a better ecosystem. Here ESD suggests a new way of thinking, habits, and values for ecological sustainability on national and international level. 
It aims at prevention of ecological imbalance, quality life, regional environmental balance, preservation of human health, overcoming the ill effects of modern economic system, decreasing pollution to save natural resources. It requires a civic society to create the atmosphere for proper access to environmental information. NGOs may prove immensely helpful in achieving the goals of ESD. It helps us in strengthening the social institution of education, creating gender equality, formation of genuine interest in ecology, cultural education, modern educational technologies, creative teaching methods and quality improvement in the overall process. The objective of ESD should be amalgamation of national traditions and world innovations. 
The UNESCO has worked out a global program for transformation of UN “Decade of Education for Sustainable Development” (DESD) after 2014. After consultation from government organizations and NGOs in over 100 countries, the UN has approved global program at the world conference on “Education for Sustainable Development”, Nagoya, Japan in November 2014. According to this program ESD cannot be attained through national agreements, financial and technological support, it requires a change in the mindset and education plays the key role in it. Every person must have access to knowledge, skills and values to fulfil his/her capabilities for maximum development and thus contributing to sustainable development.
Education should be based on traditional as well as modern knowledge systems. Transfer of knowledge should be moulded according to changing times and modern development for a younger generation. Environmental ethics may act as one of the main instruments in imparting education for sustainable development. 
The main objectives of ESD are-
· Development of ecological world view

· Critical thinking

· Acquiring new knowledge and skills

· Healthy lifestyle

· High moral values

· Social activities
· Sustainable consumption 

· Connection of cultural traditions with new globalized world.
· Education model should be changed from knowledge based to value based thinking.

· Orientation of ESD should be towards global and regional sustainable development.
ESD helps make education efficient because it emphasizes creative practical use for ecological and social problems instead of mere simple reproduction of acquired knowledge. It enables us towards the future. It is free from ideological and nationalistic biases. It is an international movement for better future in international educational space. It compels us to think in modern and future oriented categories. It will help us creating a generation of people producing innovations. ESD approaches a new stage in the 21st century. National education systems have been exposed to globalization of education through ESD. The value component of ESD should be taken into local, regional and cultural specificities to inculcate region specific sustainable development. We should realize that even if the people are educated and are on good, influential administrative posts; political will is required for making an effort towards environment and sustainable development. If one government official initiates a drive to ban polythenes in a small city, the succeeding officer rarely takes the initiative forward.
Many factors are incorporated into environmental education programs that successfully address both educational reform and sustainable development. The combination of the need for improved education worldwide and rapid environmental degradation has led to increased opportunities for environmental education programs. Programs that focus on familiar environments and communities promote student success and confidence on a local scale, and provide the foundation for solving larger societal and environmental issues in the future.
Environmental education that focuses on the community resources can contribute to the essential variables of increased student ownership and empowerment in the learning process, which are important to student skills achievement. The importance of providing students with opportunities to develop these skills is seen as a valuable component in educational reform.  By developing a curriculum that stresses interaction and inquiry with the human and natural resources of a community, it is possible to develop the skills students will need to address future concerns.

Basing programs on sound structural processes supply students with an opportune learning environment to develop the skills necessary for life.  Finally, a commitment of time for the long term development of the students, as well on resource conservation, provides students with the opportunity to understand, investigate, and resolve issues they face. However, changing or traditional political environments can directly or indirectly influence the educational process, and need to be accounted for.  In order for sustainable development to meet its goals, citizens worldwide must be provided with the skills necessary to face future challenges.  Using the environment as a unifying educational theme can be a successful strategy in providing citizens with those skills.
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