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Abstract: The present paper is an attempt to interrogate into education with respect to sustainable social development. The paper is reflection on the dimension of freedom, self-value and conflicts and how conflicts arise in human being when human is adapted, directed and controlled in schools and society.  Human beings are become mechanical in such a way that they even don’t know that they are adapted, directed and controlled. Global Monitoring Report- Education for People and Planet: Creating Sustainable future for all (2016) mentioned goal of education (2030) for sustainable development that focuses on inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-long learning opportunities for all. But any development without freedom and self-value is not possible in current context. As in present scenario, education is not liberating and raising consciousness of how to live happy life, give value to self that leads to social consciousness for equality, social justice and life-long learning. Human beings are guided and restricted by authorities like parents, teachers or relatives in the society and controlled in such a way that they don’t know they are controlled from mind and for work. So there is a need of free educational and societal setup to share, to discuss and talk about life problems. This will lead to freedom and democracy with less conflict. Freedom and democracy will support to social justice and equality in the society and this in turn leads to sustainable social development. Therefore, it is important to think and reflect on the dimension of freedom and self-value that can resolve the conflicts of life.






Introduction
Education is having vital role for social, economical and environmental sustainable development. For any type of development education should be connected with life and educational practices should be helpful for life. Educate in the real sense to talk, discuss and reflect on various dimensions of life, it’s not only a form of transmission of information from teachers to students. Today’s education is to prepare students to fit in existing society, system and culture. By considering strategies and challenges for sustainable development in higher education, Lindroos and Melen-Paaso (2008) pointed that UN-Baltic Sea Region is a first region that adopted common regional goals for sustainable development in 1996 and 2002. Education was identified as a separate sector with Baltic-21 E goals for sustainable development in higher education. Baltic-21 E goal for higher education highlighted, “learner should have the skills and competences relevant to their future professions and future roles as decision makers” (2008, p.581). To develop the ability of thinking and rethinking among students and make them to differentiate what to select or reject in their life or in future professions education for sustainable social development[footnoteRef:2] should promote. According to Thin, Lockhart and Yaron (2002, followed by Heng, 2008, p.640) there are four themes which are important for socially sustainable development: social justice ( to achieve equal opportunity and human rights for all now and in the future), solidarity ( to generate empathy and co-operation between different groups of people), participation ( to build opportunities for everyone to play a meaningful part in development and governance to improve his or her quality of life) and security ( to create livelihood security and safety from physical and environmental threats). In the process of social justice, solidarity, participation and security how to live happy life, what work will make us happy and what freedom one wants for them, is a question of social development. In this way, the aim of education should be to make us happy and find out our own happiness in life without hurting others. [2:  Sustainable social development is continuous and future social development of human. It is important for inclusive and equitable quality in education and promotes life-long learning opportunities for all. Any sustainable development is not possible without sustainable social development that leads to freedom and self-respect because act and thinking of human is connected with politics, economy and culture.] 

 According to Freire, “One does not liberate people by alienating them… Liberation is praxis: the action and reflection of men and women upon their world in order to transform it” (1993, p.60). Liberation is a kind of process to transform people. In the process of transformation, teachers are considered as transformative agents of the society. The relationship between teacher and student is a narrative character where students are containers into receptacles to be filled by the teacher. Unfortunately, our education is not liberating and raising consciousness of how to live happy life, give value to self and our work. Human beings are guided and restricted by authorities like parents, teachers or relatives in the society and controlled in such a way that they don’t know they are in control from mind and for work. Students are controlled, guided and measured by teachers and society with lenses of examination, competition, appreciation not by their self-ability, satisfaction and engagement with their work. Textbooks are loaded with content and teacher is trying to fill that knowledge in students without making connectivity with human life. Therefore, how sustainable social development is possible for life-long learning without freedom[footnoteRef:3] and self-value[footnoteRef:4] is an important dimension to think and reflect. [3:  Freedom follows some order. As Krishnamurti explained in ‘On Education’ freedom and order are inseparable in the sense where individual freedom will not create a type of disorder for other. But if human is not free to watch, listen, considerate and minds are controlled in a way so that birds can’t fly then it is difficult and urgent problem. This problem should be consider more than Mathematics, Geography and History (2012, p.29, 30).]  [4:  Self-value is about understanding and giving value to self. Branden explained and given importance to 
self in his famous book ‘The Six-Pillars of Self-Esteem’ in terms of living consciously, self acceptance, self responsibility, self-assertiveness, living purposefully and personal integrity (1994). 
] 


Sustainable social development
Sustainability is a kind of virtual process by which societies manage material conditions of the production, reproduction and consumption ( Becker et al., 1997 followed by Heng, 2008, p. 640) by including principles that guide economic, environmental, political and cultural resources. It was highlighted that the environmental and economical aspects are neglecting the socially sustainable development of the cultural, political-institutional and social aspects (Sachs 1999, Koning 2001, Thin, Lockhart & Yaron 2002, Litting & Griessler 2005 followed by Heng 2008, p. 639).  However, sustainable development is not possible without sustainable social development as that has impact on our thinking and act. PEARL model of sustainable development is given by Bilgin (2012, p.19). The author addressed following social indicators for sustainable development – perception (P), environment (E), action (A), relationships (R) and locality (L) and inferred that it is impossible to connect with sustainability without human and nature because human is connected with politics, economy and culture. Therefore, in sustainable social development human is a centre and they should have freedom to think, rethink and reflect is necessary part of development. Sustainable social development is not possible without liberation because in the absence of liberation people dependent on each other and follow others without questioning, alienates one from other in sense of power. This alienation hinders in social and natural development of human being. Sustainable social development is possible in democratic spaces - democratic family, schools, and friends. Now it is difficult to get such a free-democratic space where people understand and do what they want to do, feel and speak by looking and understanding things critically. 
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The present autocratic environment is making people dependent in such a way that people are not valuing themselves, what they are and what they can do individually. Branden (1995) in his book, ‘Six Pillas of self-esteem’ explained six pillars– the practice of living consciously, the practice of self-acceptance, the practice of self- responsibility, the practice of self-assertiveness, the practice of living purposefully, the practice of personal integrity. To giving value to life these six pillars plays an important role as if human will not be conscious about them then how they can be conscious about others. In present context, education is unable to fill the gap of poverty of understanding life, relations, love and peace due to its authoritative, hierarchical, academician nature. The nature which talks about curriculum, syllabus, exam and competition but do not talk about living happy life or valuing life. In this way, individual development will be primary condition for development so sustainable social development of human will possible.

Why it’s important to talk about: ‘Freedom’, ‘Self-value’, and ‘Conflict’
Recently, UNESCO (2016) submitted an independent report on the name of ‘Global Education Monitoring Report (GEM)-Education for People and Planet: Creating Sustainable Future for all’ in World Education Forum in Inch eon (Republic of Korea). The Forum declared 2030 sustainable development goal in education is to “Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-long learning opportunities for all” (p.4). Further the report highlighted six pillars to explore complex relationship between education and the new 2030 agenda for sustainable development. The six pillars are- planet, prosperity, people, peace, place and partnerships (p.63). The mentioned six pillars are important and are interconnected with each other but human are having very significant role in making this interconnection as they have their own knowledge, understanding and ideas about economical and environmental sustainable development. So it is important to point out sustainable social development in contemporary context. The GEM report explicitly focused on life-long learning but life-long learning or any type of learning is not possible without freedom or self-valuing.
	Further the GEM Report pointed that, “If we want to teach kids, they need to be healthy, and if you want to be healthy, you need to know how to take care of yourself” (p.17). It is important to talk about self-value because that helps in living life happily. Without problematising social and individual problems connected to life, taking responsibility of self, conscious engagements with decision of self-life, is it difficult to achieve sustainable social development. Freedom and self-value are connected and go hand in hand for social sustainable development. In democratic and free spaces human understand what they want and value their ideas, thinking and life. When human being will not get freedom or don’t give value to them then conflicts arise in the social setup. Individual do and feel something but society like parents, teachers expect something else. Understanding of oneself about society and life can lead human to anywhere. Understanding of society and life become a kind a conflict[footnoteRef:5] for human. Conflict can make person disturbed, ill, violent or can develop other psychologically ill tendencies like suicidal attempts or murder. In this scenario, social development itself is a big question; sustainability that talks about life-long learning is far away. Learning throughout life without freedom and self-value is fallacy because that can develop a mechanical world with prescriptive information, but not a knowledge construction in true sense. [5:  Conflict arises when human is not having freedom and self-value. Understanding of oneself about society and life can leads a conflict in human. Internal conflict arises in human and that results in external society.] 

Freedom is important to live life in current scenario. Freedom to express, Freedom to feel, freedom to love, freedom to fight , freedom to speak is important without putting the life in bucket of value and moral issues because in the bucket of moral and values, human will start diving themselves in good and bad which alienates them. NCF, 2005 mentioned that alienating is a seed of violence and in this process even silence become violence (Education for Peace, NCF Position Paper, p.3). That violence can take any form; can raise any type of conflict in our students. Unfortunately, human are living in the world where teachers and parents are unable to solve these conflicts of human. When we get freedom then we value our life and can come out from the conflicts of life and start living as what we are. Freedom of knowing and doing is blocked by the society on the name of value and moral so human start living isolated and keep their questions, conflicts with themselves.
 Learning in schools and colleges are now learning to memorize for ‘achieving positions’. That has less connectivity with love, happiness and free life. Schools and institutes are symbol of academic spaces where they have shelves for books, give and take of content knowledge of subjects but discussion about life events and conversations on issues related with everyday life and love is missing. Even freedom to talk on subject-content is also restricted because students are trained to think teacher as a transformative and superior agency of knowledge. In this way students put them at one pole (less powerful) and teacher live their life at different pole (more powerful). No freedom to talk or discuss beyond textbooks, beyond campus create a gap of love and affection between teacher and student. Actually, that is a gap of ‘feelings’ and without connected feelings no human being can smile from heart.



What leads us where and why?
I think, therefore I am, is a very famous quote written by Descartes. The quote originally appeared in his Discourse on the Method. In the quote, Descartes pointed the existence of mind and body and added I doubt, therefore I think, therefore I am. In the present education, students are not free to think and if they think then thinking is not connected to action. If thinking will not come in action due to restriction of societal boundaries of good or bad then it leads to the violence. As Freire pointed in Pedagogy of the Oppressed that in any situation if prevents others from engaging in process of inquiry is a form of violence (p.66). To reduce violence and to promote humanizing pedagogy human being has to think on the democratic aspect. Education and sustainable social developments calls for democratic setup in society (in family and schools). However, school and institutions are very much directed by adaptation, direction and control, as mentioned by Reimer in the central idea of ‘school is dead’. In democratic, free setup conflicts will not mislead people by making differences between morality or immorality issues as well as sharing or non-sharing issues. By following Freirerian concept, it is humanizing pedagogy that can fill the gap between individuals. That can connect human with human by reducing conflict and raising consciousness of self-valuing and freedom that leads to social sustainable development. The free educational and societal setup to share, to discuss and talk about all issues and personal problems will lead to freedom and democracy with less conflict. Freedom and democracy support social justice and equality in the society and this in turn leads to sustainable social development. Hence, democratic society will initiate an attitude of believe and acceptance of human as human, nature as nature, an individual with thought, ideas, anger, happiness and love.










References
Bilgin, M. (2012). The PEARL Model of Sustainable Development. Soc Indic Res, 107(1), 19-35. doi:10.1007/s11205-011-9824-7
Branden, N. (1995). The six pillars of self-esteem. New York, NY: Bantam. 
Descartes, R. (1951). A discourse on method: And selected writings. New York: Dutton. 
Freire, P. (2000). Pedagogy of the oppressed. New York: Continuum. 
Heng, C. L. (2008). Addressing Socially Sustainable Development in Teacher Education. Berghahn Books, 30(2), 639-648. 
Krishnamurti, J. (2012). On Education (12th ed.). India: Krishnamurti Foundation Trust Ltd. 
Lindroos, P., & Melen-Paaso, M. (2008). Strategies and Challenges for Education for Sustainable Development in Higher Education-With A Focus on the Baltic Sea Region. Berghahn Books, 30(2), 581-596. 
National Council of Educational Research and Training, National Curriculum Framework. 
2005. Positional paper National Focus Group on: Education for Peace.
Reimer, E. W. (1971). School is dead: alternatives in education. Garden City, N. Y: Doubleday & Company. 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizations. (2016). Global Education     Monitoring Report- Education for People and Planet: Creating Sustainable Futures for All.


   
5

image1.jpeg
[

BE s





