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Abstract: Education is one of the most important tools for the progress of the nation. It is also a tool for achieving sustainable development. Sustainable development comprises of three areas i.e. society, economy and environment. These three components are intertwined.  Well being of the one ensures the stability of the other two. In order to achieve sustainable development, environmental protection shall constitute an integral part of the development process, and cannot be considered in isolation from it. Therefore it is important for the school to inculcate environmental values among students. Values are basically the preferences related to ones action and if the values of the individual towards environment is high it will definitely pave a path for sustainable development, therefore investigators investigate the level of environmental values among students. The sample of 160 high school students for this study was selected by stratified random sampling. The collected data were subjected to statistical analysis. The results of the study inferred that students who studied in private schools and belong to urban areas of Bhopal District have higher level of environmental values than their counterparts’ i.e. students of government schools which belongs to rural area. It was also found that female students of both urban and rural areas have higher level of environmental values than the male students. 
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Introduction:
"Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs" (World Commission on Environment and Development, 1987,p 43). Sustainable development is generally thought to have three components: environment, society, and economy. The well-being of these three areas is intertwined. Environment is one of the most important component for sustainable development. A society to be healthy and prosperous, needs a healthy environment where the basic resources such food, drinking water, air should be clean and pure. Environmental Problem has become one of the most important issues of global concern. In the recent years, the terms such as environmental education, environmental awareness, environmental literacy, environmental issues and environmental programmes have become the sensitive topics of discussion among the socially and educationally advanced peoples. The ANZECC 2000 Guidelines define environmental values as: ‘particular values or uses of the environment that are important for a healthy ecosystem or for public benefit, welfare, safety or health and that require protection from the effects of pollution, waste discharges and deposits. All of us, wants to live in healthier environment, but very few of us are aware about the environmental problems. Whenever we talk about the environmental problems, undoubtly we blame to the industrialization and modernization, but basically the root of environmental problems and other issues related to the environment are due to irresponsible environment behaviour. Without doubt it can be said that, one of the most important influences on behaviour towards environment is values. To save our environment so as to sustain it for future generation we need to relate it to our value system. Though environment studies have become a compulsory subject of study at each and every level of education system, it is the duty of  teachers and each and every functionaries of education system to integrate environmental issues in teaching learning process so as to inculcate these issues in the value system of an individual so that the environment could be sustained. Chin, Chi-Chin (1994), reports that students in rural junior high school appear to have lowest level of environmental attitude, awareness of environmental problems, and girls tend to be more aware of environmental problems than boys. Similarly Patel D.N (1995) also found that girls student were more sensitive about the environmental awareness than boys. All these findings reveal that gender, type of school and locality of school may have influence on environmental values.  If influences are supported then we can adopt some strategies for increasing the environmental values among students. In order to investigate, researchers decided the following objectives of this study. 

Objectives of the study:
(1) To find out the level of environmental values of high school students. 

(2) To study the influence of gender, type of school and locality of school on level of environmental value of high school students.
Hypothesis of the study: 
On the basis of the objectives of the study, researchers developed following null hypothesis. 
 (1)
There is no significant difference between the level of environmental values of boys and girls of high school.

 (2)
There is no significant difference between the level of environmental values of high school students of govt. and private school.

 (3)
There is no significant difference between level of environmental values of high school students of urban and rural areas school.

Design of the study
Sample  

For the present study the survey type descriptive research method was adopted. The study involves comparison between rural and urban students, govt. and private schools students and male and female students. Stratified random sampling procedure was adopted to draw out the sample of the study.  At first strata, 4 schools from rural area and 4 schools from urban area were selected at random. From rural and urban schools, considering schools type as second strata, selected 2 govt. and 2 private schools from rural area and 2 govt. and 2 private schools from urban area. Gender of the student considered as the third strata. Total 160 students (80 boys and 80 girls) were taken as a sample which included rural and urban, govt and private, boys and girls studying in X class.           
Tool
For measuring the environmental values of high school students researcher used “Environmental Value test” which was prepared and standardized by Dr. N.N Shrivastava and Ku. Shashi Prabha Dubey. This test consists of 24 questions and each question has two alternatives indicating high and low environmental values.  After the collection of data, the scoring was done according to the scoring procedure of tool. Minimum score obtained could be 20 and maximum score could be 48.

Statistical Techniques used

Researchers used ‘t’test for analysis of data.
Results and Discussion: 

Table no. 1. Range of Scores, frequency and percentage of different level of environmental value.
	Level
	High Env. Value
	Medium Env. Value
	Low Env. Value

	Range of Score
	Above 40
	30-39
	29 and less

	Frequency
	32
	68
	60

	Percentage
	20.0
	42.5
	37.5


From table no. 1 it is found that majority of students’ i.e., 37.5% have low level of environmental value. There are very few students having high (20.0%) level of environmental value. Around 42.5 % of high school students are found to have medium level of environmental value. 

Gender and Environmental values
The first hypothesis states that there is no significant difference between boys and girls students in respect of their level of environmental values. This hypothesis is verified and shown in table. No 2.

Table No.2 Significance of 't' between boys and girls students in respect of level of environmental values .
	Category
	Mean
	SD
	N
	df
	‘t’
	Sig.

	Male
	31.2
	7.23
	80
	158
	4.48
	0.01&0.05

level

	Female
	36.4
	7.56
	80
	
	
	


The value of ‘t’ is found to be significant and the hypothesis is rejected. Thus, it is concluded that there is significant difference between boys and girls students in respect of their level of environmental values.  This shows that, in level of environmental values of high school students, gender difference is found. Girls (36.4) possess high level of environmental values than the boys (31.2) Chin, Chi-Chin(1994), Patel, D.N(1995) also reports that girls students were more sensitive about the environmental awareness than boys. These could be due to the cultural background of the girls which affects their upbringing.

Type of School and Environmental Values
 The second hypothesis states that there is no significant difference between govt and private school students in respect of their level of environmental values. This hypothesis is verified and shown in table No. 3
Table No. 3 Significance of 't' between govt. and private schools students in respect of level of environmental values.
	Type
	Mean
	S.D
	N
	   Df
	   ‘t’
	Sig.

	Govt.
	32.78
	7.12
	80
	  158
	  4.65
	0.01 &

0.05

	Private
	37.67
	6.23
	80
	
	
	



          The value of ‘t’ is found to be significant and the hypothesis is not accepted. Thus, it is concluded that there is significant difference between govt. and private school students in respect of their level of environmental value. It is further found that private (37.67) school students are superior to govt. school students (32.78) in respect of their level of environmental value.The private school students have more environmental value  than the govt. school students. Supremacy of private school students may be because of the attention paid by their parents and teachers through various co-curricular channels and also the use of various electronic gadgets so they are more aware and possess high level of environmental values. 
Locality and Environmental Values
         The third hypothesis is that there is no significant difference between urban and rural students in respect of their level of environmental values. These hypothesis is verified and shown in tables No.4
Table No.4 Significance of 't' between urban & rural students in respect of their level of environmental values .

	Locality
	Mean
	S.D
	N
	Df
	‘t’
	Sig.

	Urban
	37.23
	7.12
	80
	158
	4.82
	0.01&0.05

	Rural
	32.12
	6.43
	80
	
	
	


               The value of ‘t’ is found to be significant and the hypothesis is not accepted. Thus, it is concluded that there is significant difference between urban and rural students in respect of their level of environmental value. It is observed that urban students (37.23) possess higher level of environmental value than rural counterparts (32.12). It may be due to, the exposure provided in schools of urban through various activities. It may be inferred that locality do influence the environmental value. 
In researcher’s point of view, collective efforts by the researchers, policymakers, teachers in the field of environmental issues should be made so the values related to the environment could be inculcated in the students. So while interacting with students the management, policymakers, teachers should keep following things in their minds-

· Raise the environmental sensitivity during teaching in class by the maximum utilization of senses may be formal or informal method.

· Indigenous knowledge about the environment should also be utilized during teaching learning process.

· Inculcate the awareness of various issues of environmental problems.

· Involve the participation of students in various activities for environmental protection.

· Provide emphasis on the recycling of waste products.

· Motivate the students by giving some better examples related to protection, conservation of environment or by organizing campaign.

· Give opportunities to the students, to know the importance of nature.
Not only the teachers but parents should also make efforts for the same. Practising environmental sensitive values by teachers and parents will help to inculcate the same among the students. In nut-shell, level of environmental values among students is crucial for the reduction of environmental problems and for enhancing sustainable development.
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